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At the moment, fishing on the Rogue
looks encouraging. The summer steelhead and king salmon are just beginning their journey up river and the
trout season on the Rogue is in full
swing.
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FROM THE BOARD

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by
Robert Stafford
Now that Summer is nearly over,
it is fantastic to see our lakes and river
water levels have risen, due to the late
rains and mountain snows. Our thoughts
are turning towards visiting our favorite fishing spots, or that secret spot that
only you and a few friends know about.
Maybe you are thinking of someplace
you’ve never fished but heard others talk
about. But whether the fish are biting or
just the mosquitos are, I hope the experience of being out in nature is enough
to recharge your batteries.
  September also brings us closer to
our annual November Oral Auction dinner meeting. Unfortunately, due to a late
start and lack of donations, there will
not be an oral auction this year. We are
planning to do a silent auction and the
ever-popular cup raffle but here’s where
we need your help:
First, we need donations for our
silent auction. If you have items, you
no longer use or are down-sizing, this
would be a good time to pass them
along. Fly rods, reels, waders in good
shape, vests, nets, fly-tying supplies and
tools, fishing books, just anything fly
fishing related. The silent auction is a
good opportunity for members who are
new to fly fishing to pick up items at a
great price, or just to add to your inventory. Maybe you have a son or daughter or grandchildren who would like to
get into fly fishing. Here is a budgetfriendly way to help them get started.
If you have something you would like

to donate, just let me know and I will
make arrangements to get the items, or
you can bring any them to one of the
general meetings prior to the November
meeting. You can contact me by phone
or email at (541) 226-8606 or at wonderuscgbmc@gmail.com
   If you make unique, handcrafted fishing accessories or if you bake
AMAZING PIES or other confections,
these items do extremely well in our cup
raffle.
   Finally, please consider volunteering to help with setting up and running
the November meeting. Whether you are
selling cup-raffle tickets, setting up the
silent auction or any of the myriad other
tasks, keep in mind you are helping support the club while having a good time.

Inflation Strkes SOFF
By The Editor

Never thought I would ever have to
say that the Southern Oregon Fly Fishers have become the victim of inflation,
but it has, and the board of directors
have reluctantly voted to increase the
cost of the monthly dinners as a result.
In the past, the club has had the funds
to subsidize any increase and the meals’
cost remained stable for years without
the need to increase it, but we are in different period – the Covid period.
The club depends on its annual
fund-raising auction to supply the operating funds for the club, which is the past
has allowed subsidizing dinner cost, if
necessary, but due to the pandemic, we
haven’t had a fund-raising auction for
the past three years. This means that all
funds coming into the club has come in
the result of the annual dues.
As you many of you know, we have
just completed the dues process for the
year 2022, this is the first time that we
have collected dues in the past three
years, once again the victim of the pandemic. So, for the last two years at least
there was no money coming to the club,
yet we still had costs to be paid. Various memberships, club insurance just to
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name a couple items that still needed to
be to be paid which meant digging into
our cash reserves without any means
of replenishing those reserve funds.
Because of our financial situation, we
were unable to make our annual donations to our scholarship programs and
other conservation issues.
Now you know the situation that
we are in, what are we going to do
about it? As stated earlier, we will not
be having a fund-raising auction until
2023. We investigated the prospect of
raising the cost of club membership,
but that was decided against as we had
lost 60 members who did not re-up
their dues for the club year 2022.
Finally, to counter the projected
raising cost of the dinners, the board
of directors elected to raise the cost of
the meals. So, beginning with the May
meeting, the cost of dinners will be increased by $3.00 to $25 instead of $22,
dinner without reservations will be
raised to $30.00 and dinners for nonclub members will also be increased to
$30.00.
I know some of you will feel that
the raising cost of the meals is unwarranted but let me assure you that due
to the club’s financial situation, the
club is no longer able to subsidize any
increased meal costs. Hopefully, this
will be the only item that needs to be
adjusted at this time, but we are in perilous economic times and who can tell
what the future will bring.

ATTENTION!
Board Meeting
The Board of Directors
will meet in the conference room
of the Tap Rock Restaurant
The next meeting is scheduled:
Sept. 6th at 6:00pm or
the first Tuesday
of the month
All members welcome

SOFF NEWS

September, 2022

Page 3

PROGRAMS
Future Programs
Oct 20		
Nov 17
Dec 15		
Jan 19		
Feb 16		
Mar 16
Apr 20
May 18

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
Fly Tyers Meeting
TBA

Southern Oregon Fly
Tyers
Meeting on Tuesday,
Sept. 13, 2022
6:00 PM
8401 Old Stage Road,
Gold Hill

WHEN:
Sept. 15 2022

TIMES:

WHERE:

5:30 PM
Social Hour and
Fly Tying Demo.
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:00 PM
Dinner and Program

GP Golf Course
230 Espey Rd GP

Jason Atkinson - Klamath River Restoration

			

Now that the Pandemic has subsided perhaps we can get back to
somewhat normal activities.  Some of
us and our family members have underlying conditions so please feel free J A S O N A . A T K I N S O N …
and comfortable in wearing a mask.

Flies for Water Watch
Auction

We are using this perfect venue for
no fee other than flies donated to Water Watch.  All that material you have
stashed away needs a new home.  The
people who bid on these flies may or
may not fish so do not be afraid to be
colorful and creative.   We have fly
boxes to put them in.  We need Water
Watch to keep on doing their magic.

Keep Reading

This message will be in the blog
and also sent as an email.  Contact
your fly tyer friends to make sure they
got the word.  Sometimes these emails
get sent to spam.  We can talk about
spam at the meeting.  (blog link)
http://soflytyers.blogspot.com

		

… is a leader, filmmaker, a writer, and a public servant. After 14 years
in the Oregon Legislature, he took a sabbatical to make the film “A
River Between Us” documenting the largest restoration project in US
history: the Klamath River. He was recently named in the top 20 most
influential fisherman in the west and Field and Stream named him a hero
of conservation. He has served as a Commissioner for Oregon Fish and
Wildlife and recently founded Pastors Monday- a non-profit that takes
Pastors of all faiths fly-fishing on their day off. recently working to place
hospitals along the Jordan/Syrian border. He is an accomplished storyteller
with three books and multiple articles published and remains a sought-after
speaker.  Atkinson serves on the board of directors of the Dove and Oregon
Film and Television. He has an MBA from the Atkinson Graduate School
of Management at Willamette University. His work has been featured in
the New York Times, 60 Minutes, Men’s Journal, MSNBC, Steelheaders
Journal and the Drake to name a few.
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LOWER ROGUE RIVER
SEPTEMBER 18-19

The Lower Rogue River in the Fall should be on everyone’s list of favorite places. For the fly fisher, this time
of year provides a wonderful fishery with Half Pounder and adult Steelhead, Coho and Fall Chinook all present
while coursing upstream to overwinter or spawn.
Our focus on this trip will be the immature Steelhead, known as Half Pounders. These ferocious, 12 to16 inch,
sea run, Rainbow Trout will readily come to the swung fly or dead drifted nymph and when you find one, there is
a good chance you’ll find a bunch.
The official outing will take place on Monday, September 19th but some of the Club Members are going to
travel over on Sunday the 18th and get some early fishing in. On Monday we will meet at the Cougar Lane Resort
parking lot in Agness at 8:00 a.m. Agness is approximately 28 miles upriver from Gold Beach. It should be noted
that breakfast is not available in Agness at any of the resorts. From there we will disperse along the river to wade
fish or drift. There are many access points along the river in the Agness area. A Streamtime Map can be useful to
help identify points of access. These maps can be purchased online at www.streamtime.com.
Agness is located about two hours west of Grants Pass by way of Bear Camp Road, or a little over three
hours by way of Redwood Highway west to the coast and north to Gold Beach then upriver to Agness. There
are Forest Service Campgrounds at Foster Bar and Quosatana Creek and the Agness RV Park in Agness, www.
agnessrvpark.com or (541) 247-2813. At the time of this article, all of the available lodging in Agness is booked
full. Numerous lodging options are available in Gold Beach.
For the fishing you will want a 5 to 7 weight, single hand rod or a light two hander, all dressed with a floating
line. Half Pounders are famous for aggressively taking the swung fly. Swinging tailouts and riffles, sometimes
with a twitch, can be very effective for these mini-Steelhead. The list of traditional and notable swing patterns is
extensive but it includes the Silver Hilton, Skunk, Red Ant, Brindle Bug, Coachman, Rogue River Special and
many others in sizes 8 and 10. Nymphing can also be very effective in the deeper areas. Popular nymph patterns
include Prince Nymphs, Hare’s Ears, Sparkle Nymphs, Copper Johns, Pheasant Tails, Ice Cream Cones, Rock
Worms and Bloody Marys, all in sizes 10 to 14.
Continued on Page 7
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I Should Have Stayed Home
By Duane ‘The Editor’ Chebul

As is my custom for the last 40
years, I have fished at the Hot Creek
Ranch, a private setting on California’s
Hot Creek located in the eastern Sierras. My trips have always been set in
stone as to speak in that it is always the
last week of June, that is until this year
when I had to change my reservation to
the first week of May
I was less than happy with the situation, but if I wanted to fish with my
son, who has accompanied me to Hot
Creek these last 40 years, then I would
have to change. The problem is that I
know the hatches that come off the last
week of June, but the first of May –
who knows!
As I didn’t feel like driving all at
that distance to Hot Creek (nine hours
from Grants Pass), I decided to fly
down to Los Angeles and drive to the
‘ranch’ with my son and a friend. The
250-mile drive from Los Angeles was
uneventful and when we stopped at the
little town of Bishop the temperature
was in the high 70’s, a relative warm
spring day. As there is a climb of some
2000 feet as you leave the Owens Valley, we all guessed as to the temperature at the ‘ranch’. It would be cool
to say the least. When we arrived, we
were greeted by a temperature in the
upper forties with a steady ‘howling’
wind. The prospects of good fishing
dimmed appreciably. Tomorrow had to
be a better day!

2022 Outings
Sept 17-18
		
Oct 22		
		
Nov 10
		
Jan 1		
		

Lower Rogue Half
Pounders
Middle Rogue Steel
head
Klamath River Steel
head
Holy Water Chili
Feed

The next morning, the temperature
was in the high 30s, with snow and a
wind so strong that it was blowing the
snow sideways.
As we came all this way, we weren’t
going to let a little foul weather beat
us. We dressed in warm clothing and
went out into the elements. Once on the
stream, it became painfully obvious that
with the cold weather and the wind, we
were in a quandary as to what fly to use?
As there wasn’t a hatch or for that matter any rising fish, the prospects of any
action were poor at best. Several hours
of fishing accounted for four fish between the three of us all caught on San
Juan Worms.
We called it a day and headed to
Mammoth and a local fly shop to see if
they had any idea of what flies to use.
They were of no help, as they were
more interested in selling us something
than providing information. Since we
weren’t fishing, we might well stop at
the local brew pub and knock back a
couple of beers.
The next day it dawned sunny and
bright. No snow, but it was still cold,
and the wind was still blowing. Casting
became difficult as you had to wait for a
break in the gusts or the fly would blow
back at you as you cast. Still no idea if
there was anything hatching, but we did
see the occasional rise to give one hope
that there might be something that the
fish were coming up for. A switch to a
pale morning dun accounted for three
or four fish. At least I caught one fish
so there would be no skunk flag for me.
After three hours, I was ready to
call it a day. Not only was I not catching any fish, but I was starting to feel
poorly. I figured that the wind and snow
from yesterday and the wind today may
have caused my bronchitis to act up.
We were at Hot Creek yet another
day and the results were the same, four
or five fish caught; however, none by

me.

I was glad to see last day come as
at this point I was feeling so bad all I
wanted to do was to go home. Since I
flew down, I needed to stay at my son’s
house an extra day before flying home.
My daughter-in-law who is a
nurse, triaged me on my arrival at
their house and decided that it was either a bad cold or bronchitis and went
to drug store to get some meds for me.
The day I was to leave and fly
home, I took a handful of pills, and I
felt a little better for the trip.
I wasn’t home more than an hour
when my son called me. He said that
he and the friend that was with us just
took a Covid test and they were both
positive. A trip to drug store and a selfadministered test and sure enough, I
tested positive.
I suppose that this was a fitting epilog to the trip, bad weather, little to no
fish caught and now I had come down
with the Covid!
As I already have my reservation
for next year, I’ll tell you one thing,
I’m not changing the date – it will be
the last week in June and nothing earlier.
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Flashy Nymph

Hook: 			
Size 10-16 Nymph Hook or a 2457 Scud Hook.
Thread:		 Black Veevus 10/0 or 8/0 ‘Uni Thread.
Tail:			
Burnt Orange Marabou.
Body:			
Blended Black Peacock and UV Green Dubbing.
Bead: 		
Green with Red Inside Glass Bead.
Flash:			
I used “Lite Brite Hank Hair’ from “The Fly
			
Shop”. It is like a Fine Flashabou.

Tying Instructions:
Pinch the barb on the hook and put the bead on the hook then mount it in the vice.
Now dress the hook with your thread back to the barb and tie in a short but full marabou tail.
Now dub the body up to just behind the bead and tie off.  
Tie in 3-4 strand of Flash on either side of the hook and tie off.  Whip finish and head cement (head cement optional).  It
is just my option that it makes the fly more durable.  
I have used this fly on the Williamson River on the lower end near the lake and had some good luck.  The burnt orange
and the copper make it very visible and a good search fly.  

Tightlines
									Fly Tied By John Storfold

John Storfold

Fly Tying Chair

541-660-6584

steelyjohn@charter.net

Membership Form

Please make checks payable to:
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144,
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

Regular..........................................$35.00
Family............................................$45.00
Youth..............................................$10.00
Contributing..................................$50.00
Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Name(s):
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: Home (
)
Work: (
Email:
Personal interests:				

)

Zip:

Renewal:_____New:______
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CHANGING LINES

COMING EVENTS

9-6
9-13
		

9-15
		
9-18
10-4
10-8
10-11
		
10-20
10-22
11-1
11-10
11-12

Board Meeting
SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
Mobile Home Park in Gold
Hill
Club Meeting with Jason
Atkinson
Club Outing - Lower Rogue
Board Meeting
Rogue Fly Fisher’s Auction
SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
Mobile Home Park in Gold
Hill
Club Meeting
Club Outing - Middle Rogue
Board Meeting
Club Outing Klamath River
Club Silent Auction

Editor’s Notebook Cont. From Pg. 8

ly. When there was a monthly outing, if
possible, we made plans to attend. We
volunteered for club activities with the
knowledge that we were doing a service for the club and community. The
newsletter was written and produced
each month without fail.
What is in the future for the Southern Oregon Fly Fishers? Will we remain a viable club or will the membership dwindle to such a number that
we no longer can keep our doors open.
Will outings be curtailed for lack of
participation? Will our fund-raising
auctions no longer be supported by the
membership? Will there be enough interest in the club by the membership
to send in photos and articles to the
Editor for enough material to write the
monthly newsletter?
My hope is that apathy doesn’t rear
its ugly head and spray the membership
with the poison of in-action, because if
this happens the Southern Oregon Fly
Fishers are lost. We can beat apathy by
once again coming out and supporting
the club financially and by participation into club activities. As they say,
the ball is in our court and what are we
going to do about it?

at 6:45
Tickets are $ 30.00
and are now on
sale
2022
For additional
FUNDRAISING
information
AUCTION AND
contact Tim
DINNER
Bolling, Auction
Chair at
OCTOBER 8, 2022 RFFishers90@
JACKSON
gmail.com
COUNTRY EXPO
Rogue Outing Continued from Pg 4
PADGHAM
Terminal tackle for the swing
rig should include 2X or heavier for
PAVILION
leaders and the nymph rig should
possess tippets of 2X to the top fly
Doors open 4:00 and
3X to the bottom fly. Half Pounders are not generally leader shy and
PM
if by chance a larger adult Steelhead
hooked, you won’t be out gunned.
Bucket Raffle & isIf your
mission is to target Salmon, I
suggest heavier gear but that’s
Silent Auction would
a discussion for a different day.
If you have any questions or need
close 5:30
additional information, please call or
Steve Day at (661) 742-5835 or
Dinner Buffet (by email
icrsrd303@gmail.com.
Back Porch Bar &
Grill) at 5:40
Live Auction starts
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Editor’s Notebook

pathy is thy name us,
let’s find out.
We have been blaming the Covid Virus for all the ills
facing Southern Oregon Fly Fishers
today. For almost three years the club
went dark with only an occasional
‘Zoom Meeting’ to provide some
manner of club continuity.
Finally, beginning last September we receive permission from the
powers to be to start once again having in-person meetings. The first
meetings were sparse to say the least
in that the average attendance was
barely in the twenties. This was expected as the Covid Virus took its toll
on the membership either by becoming sick or worrying about possibly
spreading the disease to family members or worrying about contracting
the virus themselves. Fast forward
to this September and after a year to
shake off the doldrums of the Covid,

the attendance has barely improved to
the low thirties.
Our outings have also felt the rath
of Covid. For the most part there was
barely single digit numbers of members attending any of the outings with
exception of the Copeland Outing
which had only 40 or so people attending. Usually, this outing has 70 to 80
members attending.
The club’s revenues have also suffered. We always have had an annual
fund raiser in which the monies generated pay all our expenses for the following year with a little over. The last
auction we had was in 2019 and there
was no more money coming in from
then to now. Thank goodness for that
little bit over as that is what the club is
using now to keep it solvent. Because
of this, the club was forced to raise
the price of dinners as it can no longer subsidize the cost of the meals over
what it charges the membership.

The newsletter was something
that could be counted on in that before
the Virus, in over 18 years there was
never missed a month that a newsletter
wasn’t produced. The last three years;
however, have seen many months go
by without a newsletter.
I’ve tried over the recent months
to determine what has happened to our
club, by talking to other clubs both fly
and others and I learned that we are
not unique in the lack of attendance or
participation. Some clubs have foldedup entirely, while others such as us are
barely hanging on. Many are still in
their Covid mode in that all the meetings are of the ‘Zoom’ type.
I’ve wrestled with the problem
and believed it can be summed up by
stating that we are creatures of habit
in that before the Covid, we knew that
the meetings would be the third Thursday and we made our plans accordingContinued on Pg. 7

