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Can you believe that it is Christmas
already, where has the year gone. I
hope each of the SOFF’s find the joy
of the season and that each you and
yours have the very Merry Christmas.
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Santa Claus is coming to town. He is making a list and checking it twice
and going to find out whose naughty or nice. Those on the nice list,
which I’m sure all of you are, are going to load up on all the good things
while those on naughty list will be selected the next Editor!
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FROM THE BOARD
influential in her life pursuits.
I have included her letter to the
club for the membership to see that
monies donated for this cause can land
on fertile grounds and have a positive
effect eventually on the fisheries of our
state.
The Editor

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by
Michael Mazingo

Those of you that attended the
last dinner meeting were advised thatPresident Michael Mazingo was stepping down as SOFF President due to
health issues and that Vice President
Bob Stafford would be handling the
duties of the president until the next
board elections.
The Editor.
Since I don’t have a President’s
Message this month, I have elected to
use this space was a rather long, but
interesting story.
The Southern Oregon Fly Fishers, have for years provided one or
two scholarships to students attending Oregon State University, enrolled
in their fisheries program. David
Haight, our long-time liaison with
Oregon State, provides the board with
applications from interested students
and a review by the board finally determines one or two winners who will
receive a $1500 scholarship.
Usually, we will receive a thank
you from the recipient receiving the
scholarship, but nothing further. So
it was with interest, when I received a
letter from a past scholarship recipient that had been awarded her grant
back in 1995 to learn how our grant
may have affected her life.
I was pleasantly surprised to see
the success that the recipient, Nikki
Haskett nee Martin had made of her
life and had wondered if the scholarship we provided had in any way been
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from the coast to eastern Oregon rivers and forested mountain lakes. These
memories and experiences are what defined me and continue to inspire me.

When I graduated from Oregon
State University with a Fisheries Science degree, I was able to jump right
into my career as a fisheries biologist
Hi, I am Nikki Haskett. You might for the Bureau of Land Management in
recognize me by my maiden name Nikki Medford Oregon. I could not believe my
Martin. I was
oppor t unit y
the recipient
to have a job
of the Southwhere I was
ern Oregon Fly
paid to wade
Fisher Scholarup streams and
ship in 1995. I
count spawnhave the newsing
salmon,
letter attached
snorkeling for
from 1995 that
juvenile coho,
recognizes it!
or
monitorI thought you
ing lamprey. It
might be interwas a dream
ested to know
come true and
where my path
your scholarwent after I
ship
helped
graduated from
me
achieve
Oregon State
that first step.  
and how much
I also graduthe scholarship
ated OSU debt
meant to me.
free because
of the scholarMadison Haskett display a nice rainbow taken
ship and the
I was born on a fly. Just goes to show that sometimes ‘the generosity you
nut doesn’t fall far from the tree.’
and raised in
and others proGrants Pass,
right on the Rogue River so I grew up
Continued on Pg. 3
with a fly rod in my hand and gills for
lungs. From an early age, I was fishing
ATTENTION!
for salmon, steelhead, and trout in our
Board
Meeting
drift boat, often early in the morning before school with my dad. It is hard to deThe Board of Directors
scribe, but I am sure many of you know,
will meet in the conference room
the peaceful beauty of an early morning
of the Tap Rock Restaurant
on the Rogue. The early morning fog
The next meeting is scheduled:
swirling low to the water just starting
December 7th at 6:00pm or
to lift, the mountains coming through, a
the first Tuesday
few salmon starting to roll, the crisp air,
of the month
an osprey flying overhead. Not only did
All
members
welcome
we fish the Rogue we explored Oregon,
camping and fishing wherever we could,
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PROGRAMS

Future Programs
Jan 20		
Feb 17		
Mar 17
Apr 21
May 19
Jun 16		
Jul 21		
Aug 18

Jon Hazlett
Mike McCoy
Roick Newton
Fly Tyers Meeting
Jim Cox
Chuck Huntington
No Meeting
No Meeting

WHEN:

TIMES:

Dec. 21, 2021

5:30 PM
Social Hour and
Fly Tying Demo.
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:00 PM
Dinner and Program
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WHERE:
GP Golf Course
230 Espey Rd GP

Dax Messett - Fishing the World
Just a reminder that the dinner meeting will be on the third
vided. I am so appreciative.
Tuesday December 21 instead of Third Thursday December 16
I thought you might like to know 								
for this month only.

Scholarship Cont. From Pg. 2

		

what happened next! In 1999, my family moved to Coos Bay, and I was a fish 		
biologist for the BLM office. I had just
had my daughter Madison. She was
not even 3 months old yet when I discovered I had a rare cancerous brain
tumor. My son Alex was only two. I

was referred to a world-renowned
Scholarship Cont. On Pg. 4

  February Special Raffle
By William Burns
Membership Chair
There will be a special raffle
at our February meeting. Participation will be limited to those
members who have paid their 2022
membership dues. The winner will
receive an as yet undetermined
prize, most likely a flyrod. To be
eligible, your dues must be paid before January 1st. 2022. If you mail
your check to the club’s P.O. Box,
it must be postmarked earlier than
January 1st. 2022 dues can also
be paid at the November and December club meetings held at the
Grants Pass Country Club.
This raffle has been approved
by the club’s board of directors to
motivate members to renew their
dues in a timely manner. The club’s
Special Raffle Cont. on Pg.7

Dax’s presentation takes his audience to a different featured location
for each month of the calendar year. Venues include New Zealand, British Columbia, Bolivia, Alaska, Honduras, Oregon, the Olympic Peninsula,
California, Christmas Island, the Florida Keys and Louisiana. Species
include trout, steelhead, tarpon, bonefish, redfish, rooster fish and even
golden dorado. He will share photos and stories about each venue.
Dax has been a fly-fishing professional since 2000. One of the most
well-travelled guides and hosted travel coordinators in the industry. Dax is
also regarded as one of the finest casting instructors in the west.
He was certified as an FFF Casting instructor by the legendary Mel
Krieger back in 2002. He also is a well-respected spey casting instructor.
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CASTING ABOUT
Scholarship Continued From Pg. 3

neurosurgeon at USCF and he saved
my life. He performed a 10-hour
brain surgery where they “mapped”
my brain with electrodes while I was
awake! To remove the tumor, they
removed my entire speech center
on the left side. I mention this only
because women are so lucky, they
have two speech centers. One on the
left and one the right, whereas men
only have one! The neurosurgeon
said the right side would take over
for the left side and sure enough it
did! I recovered my speech by reading stories with my kids. Within
6 weeks I fully recovered and had
NO speech issues. As a scientist I
found the whole thing fascinating
and often spoke at my kid’s science
classes when they asked.
Right after my surgery, I was selected to lead the fisheries team for
the Western Oregon Plan Revision
the “WOPR” for the next 4 years
for the Oregon BLM State Office;
a very controversial land use plan
for timber harvest in Western Oregon. You may have heard about that
plan! I was asked to move to BLM
headquarters in Washington DC as
the Endangered Species Lead. From
there, I moved over to being the Assistant Director overseeing all of
BLM’s conservation lands including Wild and Scenic Rivers, National and Historic Trails, National
Monuments and National Conservation Areas, Wilderness Areas and
Wilderness Study Areas. I did that
for 10 years and loved every second
of it. The BLM conservation lands
are spectacular, and I was so grateful to have the opportunity to be in
position to help contribute to the
management of our public lands. It
often felt very serendipitous to be

in that role since the Rogue River
where I grew up was one of the first
Wild and Scenic Rivers designated
under the WSR Act and first added
to BLM conservation system.
In 2018, 19 years after my brain
surgery my tumor returned. I was
still the Assistant Director and
loved my job so much I completed
my brain radiation every day after
work and worked through the two
years of chemotherapy. I testified
before Congress on Wilderness and
Recreation Bills, conducted briefings for the Secretary of the Interior
and Directors offices and stuck with
it even during chemo and radiation
because I care so much about these
places, we all love. I want to make
sure they are accessible and open,
safe for all visitors, restored and
protected.
It was around this time (a few
years ago) I received a call from
a woman who was writing a book
about professional mothers who
have overcome challenges. She
asked me to be in the book with
ten other women. It is a compelling
story of women across the country who, despite personal trauma,
found grace in difficult times and
transformed their personal adversity into pay-it-forward wins that
help and sustain others. Each of us
were asked to identify an organization that should receive the profits
from the publication of the book. I
wanted to let you know I chose your
organization in gratitude for your
generosity and support.
Twenty-five years after my first
job monitoring salmon in the Rogue
tributaries, my son has graduated
and is now twenty. He loves to fish
and started a fly-fishing club his senior year because they did not have
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one here. My amazing daughter
Madison is a senior and just was
accepted into Oregon State University!! She will be graduating in June
and starts Fall 22. We are beyond
thrilled for her as she will even be
within the same program area I was,
getting a degree in Animal Sciences. Like me, she is an Oregon native
born in Coos Bay. You would not
believe the fly fishing she does and
the fish she catches. My mom says
it is in the genes. Last week she was
fly fishing in a small creek outside
Virginia and caught so many wild
brown trout well over twenty inches (photos below). She also started
fishing in the Rogue at a young age
and fly fishing on the lower Rogue
near Agness for half pounders.
It is time to move back West.
Re-establish residency. Come back
home. Back to the river.
I write this hoping you might
consider Madison for a Southern
Oregon Fly Fishers scholarship to
help her achieve her goals like you
did for me. She may not meet the
criteria and you may not even provide them anymore. I just thought
it was such an important story to
share. Thank you for your time, and
again for your continued support for
our youth, our rivers, and our community.
Nikki Haskett (Martin)
    202-288-9114
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OUTINGS AND WORKSHOPS

New Year’s Day Chili Feed

The Holy Water can offer good
After taking a break last year
due to the Coronavirus, the South- trout fishing during the winter, and
ern Oregon Fly Fishers and Rogue there will be opportunities to fish both
Flyfishers will resume our long- before and after we eat. Swinging
or driftstanding
ing small
tradition
marabou
of
celle e c h e s ,
ebr at i ng
wooly
the new
buggers,
year with
m ic r o
a
chili
intrudfeed
at
ers,
or
the Holy
nymphs
Wat e r
along the
on New
bottom
Ye a r ’s
can
be
Day. The
Participants from previous years chili feeds enjoying felp
r
o
d
u
ce v e n t lowship, conversation and above all the chili with all the
tive.
If
will be in fixings.
condithe picnic shelter at River’s Edge Park on tions are favorable, we could even
the south bank of the Holy Water. have a blue-winged olive or midge
We should have a fire going by 10 hatch.   If you are going to fish, reAM and will eat around noon. We member to get your 2022 fishing lineed people to bring chili, and will cense.
This is always a fun event. It
again have a contest where participants will select their favorite pot of should be even more special this
chili. The competition has become year since we haven’t been able to
intense in recent years, and we have do much together over the last two
enjoyed some very good chili as a years. It will give us an excellent opresult. Those not bringing chili can portunity to get reconnected.
help out by bringing cornbread, salDavid Haight, Outings Chair
ads, desserts or other items to share.
The clubs will provide coffee and
tableware.

2022 Outings

Jan 1		
		
Jan 29-30
Feb 23		
Mar 5-6
Apr 9		
		
May 22
		

Chili Feed at the Holy
Water.
Coastal Steelhead
Cow Creek
Smith River Steelhead
Lower Sacramento
Trout
Holy Water/		
Rogue Trout
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Photos Potpourri

Nick Merrill with a nice steelhead taken on a recent outing on the Rogue.

Buck Woodburn also with a nice steelhead taken on the same outing as Nick
Merrill in early fall on the Rogue.
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FLY TYING CORNER
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Fuzzy Balanced Leech

Hook: 			
TMMC403BLJ, 60 Degree Jig Hook, Size 12
			
Shown, Wide Gape. Medium Wire, Super Fine 		
			
Barbless Point, Black Nickel.
Thread:		 Vevvus 6/0 Black.
Bead:			
Hareline Plummeting Tungsten, Metallic Brown,
			Size 7/64” Shown.
Tail:			
Marabou, Brown Shown.
Tail Flash:		
Midge Flash, Root Beer Pearl.
Body:			
Hareline Micro UV Polar Chenille, UV Brown 		
			Shown.
Tying Instructions:

Place hook upside down in vise and begin by laying a thread base down from the hook bend at the eye, rearwards to just in front of the bend of the hook.
Prepare a heavy-duty sewing pin by cutting to a length of approximately 3/8 of an inch. Place the bead onto the
pin and secure the pin and bead component to the top of the hook shank, extended style. The gap between the eye
bend on the hook and the back of the bead should be at least equal to the width of the bead. Continue to secure this
by wrapping thread up to the back of the bead forcing it forward into the head of the pin. Once secure, use super
glue or thin UV cement to make certain it stays firmly attached to the hook. When I’m tying more than just a couple
of these, I will prepare the hook / extended bead chassis ahead of time prior to finishing the pattern.
Tie in a tail of Marabou tips equal to the length of the body including the bead assembly. Tie in two strands of
midge flash on each side of the tail. The flash length should not exceed the length of the tail.
For the body, tie in a single strand of UV Micro Polar Chenille at the tie in point for the tail. Wrap forward with
touching wraps up to the bead. Tie off and whip finish. Trim off the chenille as needed for uniformity in length as
some fibers can be slightly unruly. A size 12 pattern should finish approximately 1 ¼” in length.
Continued on Pg. 7

John Storfold

Fly Tying Chair

541-660-6584

steelyjohn@charter.net

Membership Form

Please make checks payable to:
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144,
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

Regular..........................................$35.00
Family............................................$45.00
Youth..............................................$10.00
Contributing..................................$50.00
Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Name(s):
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: Home (
)
Work: (
Email:
Personal interests:				

)

Zip:

Renewal:_____New:______
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CHANGING LINES

COMING EVENTS

12-7
12-16
		
1-1
		
1-20
		
1-29-30
2-1
2-17
		
2-23
3-1
3-5-6
3-17
4-5

Board Meeting.
Club Meeting with Dax
Messett.
Club Outing - Chili Tasting
At The Holy Water.
Club Meeting with Jon
Hazlett
Club Outing Coastal Steel
head
Board Meeting.
Club Meeting with Mike
McCoy
Cow Creek Steelhead
Board Meeting
Club Outing - SmithRiver
Club Meeting Rick Newton
Board Meeting.

Editor’s Notebook Cont. From Pg. 8

the treasurer’s job. So don’t be surprised if in the future you might get
strong armed into a least joining the
board as as an at-large board member so that we can get the So. Oregon Fly Fishers up to speed again.
As many of you may have noticed, the club did not access the
membership dues for 2020 or 2021.
As the club was basically shut down
for the duration and the Board
didn’t want to charge members for
this down time. Now that we are
once again and having in-person
meetings, beginning with the new
year, we will begin accessing dues.
To this end, Membership Chair Bill
Burns has announced that as in
years past, he will be offering as an
incentive to get your dues in early,
a raffle for a new Sage rod. Those
members renewing before the end
of January 2022 will be entered in
the raffle.
With the start of in-person meetings, we have seen some changes
made. We moved from the Pub to
the Grant Pass Golf Course facil-

ity and reverted to our traditional
meeting day as the third Thursday
of each month instead of the third
Tuesday. Although, we are using a
new caterer, the food seems particularly good with an abundance of it.
Since we are the only group using
the facilities on the third Thursdays,
we have the whole place to ourselves
with no outside interference. So, I
guess we can sum it up as the food
is good, the atmosphere is excellent
and I feel that we have really found
a home for some years to come, but
who can say as we have had several homes in our history only to be
uprooted requiring us to find a new
home.
Well gang, that is about all I
have for now! The only thing that
I want to leave you with is that the
club needs the membership to become active again and support the
activities of the club. As a club, we
have suffered a horrible blow to
our very existence; being dark for
almost two years, the loss of key
board members, the lack of any club
activity and with the Corona virus
still lurking in the background as the
shadow of doom, it is the club members who will determine the fate of
the So. Oregon Fly Fishers. So come
on out, make a difference and support the club.
I leave you now with this wish
– that you and yours have a very
Merry Christmas and a prosperous,
healthy and a fish filled New Year.
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Dues Continued From Pg. 3

life members are not included in
this raffle even though their commitment to SOFF is significant and
appreciated.

Article II, Section 3 of the club’s
by-laws reads: All dues shall be due
and payable prior to January 1 of
each year.
Editor’s Note:
Membership Chair Bill Burns wanated to advise the membership that
he has a new email address. The new
address is williameburns@charter.net.
Bill also wanted to remind the
membership that he will be contacting
each and every member by email to
update the Club’s Directory. So if you
receive an email from Bill, please take
the time to respond back so that he can
gather the information needed for the
new directory.
Fuzzy Leech Cont. From Pg 6

This pattern is very simple to tie.
It can be tied in various colors and I
like them all, as long as it’s brown.
Seriously, the brown has been very
effective as has black. Experiment
with colors.
Typically, this pattern would be
fished under an indicator, however
it can be stripped as well. This pattern has fished very well at Diamond
Lake, Upper Klamath Lake, Crane
Prairie and others and it is very attractive to not only trout but warm
water fish species as well.
Give it a try. I know you’ll like it,
Fly Tied By: Steve Day
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Editor’s Notebook

ell, it is time once
again to write my
piece for the newsletter and as I sit here, my mind is
locked solidly in a writer’s block.
I am beginning to wonder if after
almost nineteen years as the editor
of this newsletter, I have written
about everything that I can think
about and now wonder if I have
gone to the well one too many
times and now the well is empty?
Maybe it is because of all the
time lost due to Covid-19 or maybe since it is now the Christmas
season, my club mind has been
dulled by the reality of the times
and the writing of fishing articles
has suddenly taken a back-seat to
the world around me.
Maybe I need to take a trip to
the river and wet a line to get the

juices flowing once again. Maybe
I need to swing a fly in a riffle in
anticipation of a steelhead’s sudden
take to be re-energized into the outdoor way of thinking once again.
If not actually fishing, then
maybe a session or two at the flytying bench might bring me out of
the doldrums. A few well tied flies
or even a few flies only a trout bent
on suicide might appreciate could
be the ticket.
Then again, there are the fly
fishing shows that I look forward
to attending each year only to learn
that because of the pandemic they
have been cancelled for yet another
year.
It appears that I have entered
a malaise brought on by the times
that needs an immediate intervention. As I look around, I notice a

bottle of single malt scotch whose
amber liquid seems to beckon me as
a siren would to sailor at sea. Could
that be the solution? Three fingers
of the intoxicating liquid and I have
the answer – no it didn’t help, but
I don’t seem to care any longer. I
kid, the block has been broken and
I found the well isn’t as empty as I
thought!
Now for some club news. With
the sudden resignation of Michael
Mazingo as club president and Jacqi Storfold as treasurer both due to
health reasons, the club finds itself
scrambling to find replacements for
these officer positions. As the club
enters the new year, Robert Stafford will assume the position of
president and John Smith, in addition to Programs Chair, will take on
Continued on Pg. 7

