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As Southern Oregon Fly Fishers 
await the arrival of the jolly elf from 
the North, dreams of sugar plums and 
candies are replaced by the anticipa-
tion of winter steelhead on Southern 
Oregon Rivers.

Bob Stafford proudly displays his first steelhead ever taken on a recent 
Project Healing Waters outing with Keith Hardcastle.
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                 FROM THE BOARD

          ATTENTION!
         Board Meeting

  The Board of Directors meet in 
      the conference room of the 
           Tap Rock Restaurant
  The next meeting is scheduled:       
        Dec. 3rd at 6:00pm or
               the first Tuesday
          of the month
 All members welcome

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
                                by
                 Michael Mazingo

organization into the future.  Please let 
us know how we are doing and how we 
can improve.

With all of that said it has been a great 
year for us.  We just had our annual auc-
tion and once again it was successful.  It 
takes a small army of volunteers to pull 
it off every 
year and I 
would like 
to thank 
ever yone 
who helped 
pull this 
t oge t he r.  
W i t h o u t 
the com-
mittee and 
volunteers 
none of 
this would 
be possi-
ble.  Thank 
you.

I 
w o u l d 
also like 
to thank 
this year’s 
Board of 
Directors, 
who were very patient with me as I tried 
to navigate and preside over the board 
meetings.  Thank you all for your honest 
council and dedication to the future of 
our club.  As this year comes to an end, 
we will see some of our board members 
change.  Richard and Jeannie Steed, 
along with past president Dave Grosj-
acques will be retiring from the board 
and will be sorely missed.  Thank you 
all for your hard work and dedication 
over the years.

We will be voting on next years 
Board of Directors at our general meet-
ing on December 17th.  The proposed 
board for 2020 is:

Michael Mazingo – President
Bob Stafford – Vice President
Jan Knapik – Secretary
Jacqe Storfold – Treasurer
Duane Chebul – Newsletter

Continued on Pg. 3

Well another year is al-
most in the books and 
with	 it	my	first	year	as	

President will come to an end.  I can 
tell you all, with a full heart, that it has 
been an absolute honor to serve as the 
President of this club.  I look forward 
to continuing to serve the club as the 
President in 2020. 

The goal of any good Board of 
Directors should be the continuing 
betterment of the club in which they 
represent.  We have tried over the past 
year to slowly improve things from the 
quality of our presenters to the SOFF 
wear products to display our club with 
pride.  

Change, however well meaning, 
can be both good and/or bad.  The best 
change and direction of any organiza-
tion should be driven by feedback and 
general membership census/construc-
tive criticism.  I have always prided 
myself on the ability to objectively look 
at criticism from both sides without al-
lowing myself to be offended.  I often 
tell people that if you never tell me I’m 
doing something wrong, you have no 
reason to complain when things stay 
the same.

This is not a rant or rebuttal of 
anything that has been said already 
but rather a plea to all of you to let me 
know how myself and the rest of the 
board are doing.  I feel that every idea, 
complaint, opinion, etc., warrants dis-
cussion to help improve and guide our 

Joe Knapik – Member at Large
John Smith – Member at Large
Bill Burns – Member at Large
Ken Heindsmann – Member at 

Large

Lastly, I would like to thank all of 
our Chair 
persons.  
W i t h -
out you 
this club 
could not 
run as 
smoothly 
or effec-
tively as 
it does.  I 
appreci-
ate each 
of you 
and the 
hard work 
you put 
into mak-
ing this 
the great-
est club 
on either 
side of 
the Mis-

sissippi River.  Thank you.
I look forward to serving our great 

club for another year.  I hope to see you 
all at the general meeting this month.  
Don’t forget it is the holiday season 
and I encourage everyone to share 

President Michael presents immediate past president 
Dave Grosjacques with a net in recognition of his many 
years served on the board of directors. With the 2020 
board, Dave will officially be retired from the board of 
directors.
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                       PROGRAMS
        Future Programs 
Jan 21  Dave Hughes
Feb 18  Phil Rowley
Mar 17 Brian O’Keefe
Apr 21 Fly Tyer’s Night
May 19 Russ Leavitt
Jun 16  Rick Newton
Jul 14  No Meeting
Aug 20 No Meeting  

WHEN: TIMES: WHERE:
     5:30 PM

    Social Hour and            
     Fly Tying Demo.
          6:30 PM
          Meeting
          7:00 PM
Dinner and Program

                      Dave Meurer - Undamming the Klamath River
President’s Message Cont. From Pg. 2

 December 17, 2019 Wild River Pub
533 NE F St. G.P.

your holiday spirit this year by wear-
ing your best (or ugliest) sweater to our 
meeting.  Happy holidays.

Dave Meurer is the Community Liaison for the Klamath River 
Renewal Corporation (KRRC).  In that role, Dave represents KRRC 
at local events and supports KRRC’s community and outreach ef-
forts. He is the point of contact for your questions or concerns about 
KRRC’s project. 

Dave	is	no	stranger	to	the	Klamath	Basin.		As	a	legislative	field	
staff	member,	first	for	Congressman	Wally	Herger	and	then	for	State	
Senator Ted Gaines, Dave has worked extensively in the Basin for 
more	than	two	decades.		Having	witnessed	firsthand	the	economic,	
environmental and social problems that have plagued Northern Cali-
fornia and Southern Oregon’s Basin communities, Dave has long held 
a keen interest in bringing solutions to bear on the numerous complex 
and interrelated issues.

Dave	believes	KRRC’s	work	is	an	important	first	step	to	resolving	
the revolving water crises in the region.   

Dave holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from California State Uni-
versity Chico in Political Science and Information & Communication 
Studies.  

January Rod Raffle
               By Bill Burns

Imagine your “late Christmas 
present from me”; joy if your name 
is selected as the winner of the Early 
Bird Drawing! A Gary Anderson cus-
tom 5 weight 11 foot switch rod can be 
yours, but only if you have renewed 
your 2020 dues prior to January 1, 
2020. You have the opportunity to 
renew at the December meeting, or if 
you mail your check to the club’s P.O. 
Box, it must be postmarked January 
1st or earlier. Take my advice and pay 
and mail it right now, so that you don’t 
forget. You do not have to be present 
at the January meeting to win; you 
just need to be lucky!

The	 raffle	 has	 been	 approved	 by	
the club’s Board of Directors as moti-
vation for the membership to pay their 
dues in a timely manner. It is directed 
to members whose membership status 
requires a yearly renewal. Article II, 
Section 3 of the club’s bylaws reads: 
All dues shall be due and payable 
prior to January 1st of each year. Life 
members are not included in this raf-
fle	even	 though	 they	have	previously	
made	a	significant	financial	contribu-
tion to the club.
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CASTING ABOUT
                                                                                                                                              

                                                                       

                                                            

“Strategies and Tactics for Stillwaters”

A Southern Oregon Fly Fishers Workshop
Featuring Phil Rowley

Wednesday, February 19, 2020
10 AM-3 PM

Madrone Hills Mobile Home Park Club House
8401 Old State Rd

Central Point 
Same place where Southern Oregon Fly Tyers meet

Stillwaters	offer	a	long	fly-fishing	season	and	the	chance	of	larger	fish,	for	many	
a	fish	of	a	lifetime.	Yet	for	many	stillwaters	are	a	source	of	constant	frustration	and	
dissatisfaction.	This	program	is	designed	to	give	the	fly	fisher	a	comprehensive	under-
standing	of	fly	fishing	stillwaters.	Phil	will	look	at	a	number	of	factors	affecting	the	
stillwater	fly	fisher	plus	the	associated	strategies	and	tactics	to	cope	with	each	situation.	
This	program	should	help	the	fly	fisher	understand	stillwaters	and	make	the	most	of	
the	conditions	at	hand.		Not	all	trips	work	out	exactly	as	planned.	Fly	fishers	can	take	
almost every factor into account but if the main guest of the party doesn’t want to show 
up	what	is	the	fly	angler	to	do?	The	program	will	look	at	What	to	do	when	fishing	is	
tough.		Phil	will	present	a	detailed	look	at	what	factors	lead	to	tough	stillwater	fly	fish-
ing,	the	resulting	effect	on	fish	and	what	fly	fishers	can	do	to	beat	the	odds	and	salvage	
a trip while others suffer in frustration.

Limited to 30 participants

$35.00 per participant

The workshop includes a one hour lunch break.  Participants are welcome to bring 
a sack lunch. Gold Hill is 2 miles north and has several dining opportunities.  Coffee  
and bottled water will be available at the workshop.

To register contact John Smith at 801-710-2515 or jlsutah@gmail.com
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        OUTINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Jan 25 - 26 Coastal Steelhead
Feb 29  South Umpqua Steel 
  head
Mar 21 Applegate Steelhead
Apr 8  Trout Lake
May 2  Copeland Pond
May 29-30 Lemolo Lake
Jun 26-28 Cascades Lakes
Jul 17-19 East Lake

2020 Outings

              New Year’s Day Chili Feed
Once again, the Southern Oregon 

Fly	Fishers	 and	Rogue	Flyfishers	will	
celebrate the new year with a chili feed 
at the Holy Water on New Year’s Day.  
As usual, 
we will 
gather at 
the picnic 
shelter in 
R i v e r ’ s 
Edge Park 
on the 
south bank 
of the Holy 
Water.  We 
s h o u l d 
have	a	fire	
going by 
10 AM 
and will 
eat around noon.  We need people to 
bring chili, and will again have a con-
test where participants will select their 
favorite pot of chili.  The competition 
has become intense in recent years, and 
we have enjoyed some very good chili 
as a result.  Those not bringing chili 
can help out by bringing cornbread, 
salads, desserts or other items to share.  
The clubs will provide coffee and ta-
bleware.

The Holy Water can offer good 
trout	 fishing	 during	 the	 winter,	 and	
there	will	be	opportunities	to	fish	both	
before and after we eat.  Swinging or 
drifting small marabou leeches, wooly 
buggers, micro intruders, or nymphs 
along the bottom can be productive.  If 

conditions are favorable, we could even 
have a blue-winged olive or midge hatch.  
If	you	are	going	to	fish,	remember	to	get	
your	2020	fishing	license.

T h i s 
is always 
a fun 
e v e n t .  
Plus, as 
an added 
incentive 
to attend, 
A nd r ew 
C h io ne , 
our schol-
a r s h i p 
recipient 
for this 
academic 
year plans 

to joins us so he can meet the club mem-
bers and thank us for our support. 

  David Haight, Outings Chair

Some club members enjoying a buffet table of chili and 
other goodies at a recent New Year’s Chili Feed.

Dear	Southern	Oregon	Flyfishers,

I am honored and excited to receive 
the	 2020	 Southern	 Oregon	 Flyfishers	
scholarship. Next year, I will be a senior 
in Fisheries and Wildlife Science at Or-
egon State University and this scholar-
ship	will	help	me	finish	my	studies	and	
continue to excel.

I believe in being involved in fresh-
water conservation throughout my col-
lege education. My current job as a 
water quality technician for E&S En-
vironmental Chemistry enables me to 
contribute	 to	fish	and	human	safety	on	
the Klamath River in southwest Oregon. 
Finishing my degree at OSU will be the 
next step in my professional career and 
educational path. I hope to continue 

my education by applying to graduate 
school.

Thank You Letter From 
2019 Scholarship Winner 
- Andrew Chione

Andrew Chione - Scholarship Winner

I	won	the	Southern	Oregon	Flyfish-
ers scholarship last year also. It helped 
me pay for classes and books and al-
lowed me to study more without having 
to	work	too	much.	I	am	a	first	genera-
tion college student and responsible for 
all of my tuition and living expenses. 
College would not be possible without 
the generous donors of the scholarships 
I have received.

Thank you for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Andrew Chione
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               FLY TYING CORNER

Name(s):
Address:
City:                                               State:                                         Zip:
Phone: Home (         )                             Work: (        )
Email: 
Personal interests:          
                                                                             Renewal:_____New:______

Please make checks payable to: 
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144, 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

   Regular..........................................$35.00
   Family............................................$45.00
   Youth..............................................$10.00
   Contributing..................................$50.00
   Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
   Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Membership  Form

            John Storfold                       Fly Tying Chair            541-660-6584              steelyjohn@charter.net

Tying Instructions:

       Call It What You Want - Streamer

Hook:    TMC 200R or Equal, Size #4 - 14
Thread:  Black 6//0.
Tail:   Pheasant Tippet Dyed Red.
Thorax:  Peacock Dubbing.
Abdomen:  Peacock Dubbing.
Ribbing:  Copper Flashabou. 
Overwing:  2 Strands of Copper Flashabou.
Hackle:  Black Hen.
Collar:   Diamond Brite Root Beer UV2 Dubbing.

Start the thread two eye-lengths behind the eye and wrap to just above the barb.
Tie in the Tail with it just a little bit longer than the hook.
Tie in two strands of Copper Flashabou for the ribbing.
Dub the body with Peacock dubbing up to 2 eye lengths behind the eye and tie off.
Twist your two strands together and spiral wrap the copper Flashabou forward to the place the body ends. Tie down   

       and trim off.
Tie in you black hen by the tips and make about 3 wraps and tie off. 
Tie in two strands of Copper Flashabou over the wing/ hackle and they should extend just past the end of the hook.
Dub	the	collar	with	a	Diamond	brite	root	beer	dubbing,	tie	off	and	form	a	head	and	whip	finish.	
Finish with head cement (your preference)

This	fly	was	again	made	up	from	things	on	and	around	my	fly-tying	table	but	using	the	basic	structure	of	a	fly.
Hope you enjoy it.  But as I did, feel free to use whatever material you want.
                                                                                                     Fly Tied By John Storfold
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                 CHANGING LINES
  COMING EVENTS
12-2 Board Meeting
12-10 SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
  Mobile Home Park in Gold   
 Hill
12-17 Club Meeting with Dave  
 Meurer.
1-1 Club Outing - Annual Chili  
 feed at the  Holy Water.
1-14 SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
  Mobile Home Park in Gold   
 Hill
1-21 Club Meeting with Dave
  Hughes
1-22 Workshop Featuring Dave
  Hughes
1-25-26 Club Outing - Coastal Steel
  head with David Haight

Editor’s Notebook  Cont. From Pg. 8
associate did and would see me right 
away. A trip to Medford to Providence 
Health resulted in me seeing a “real 
doctor” who ordered a battery of tests 
which	for	the	most	part	reaffirmed	the	
original diagnoses made by the urgent 
care. At least this doctor wasn’t hesi-
tant to prescribe pain meds of which I 
was	very	appreciative.	I	filled	the	pre-
scription and was given what the in-
surance would pay for namely 7 days 
worth of pain meds which was 21 pills. 
I was also given cautionary advice by 
the pharmacist that if these pills were 
abused that they could become addi-
tive. Not wanting to become a “doper”, 
I took 4 of the pain pills in total, rather 
relying on multiple doses of Ibuprofen 
for pain relief.

Fast forward to the end of my 
course of antibiotics now some two 
weeks after the start and though the 
swelling had been reduced somewhat, it 
was still swollen enough that I couldn’t 
make	a	fist	with	my	right	hand.

So once again I called the MD that 
treated me some week and a half earlier 
and asked for some additional antibiot-
ics. Unfortunately, he wasn’t there and 
a message was left for him. Some while 
later I received a call from a Registerd 
Nurse at the practice, who decided that 

I should come into their Urgent Care 
right away; unfortunately, I couldn’t 
come then and went the next day.

At the Urgent Care, I was seen by a 
Physician’s Assistant who reviewed my 
previous tests and decided that I didn’t 
have an infection, rather it could be a 
blocked artery or possibly even a nerve 
problem in my shoulder or neck. She or-
dered some additional tests of which I’m 
still waiting to be scheduled.

So here I am, I have been seen by 
three medical professionals and basical-
ly been diagnosed with three different 
opinions! If there is a good thing about 
all of this is that the swelling is almost 
completely	gone,	but	 the	fingers	of	my	
right hand are not only painful, but 
numb at the same time and I still can’t 
make	a	fist.	

I guess the next course of action is 
to see my personal physician and see 
what he can determine. 

If there is a good thing in all of this, 
my	flu/cold	is	just	about	gone	–	oh	hap-
py days!

Enough of this drivel about me in-
stead let me wish each and everyone of 
you the most joyous Christmas season 
and that Santa will be very good to you. 
Also let me wish you all a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year.

    “Matching Western          
      Hatches”

A Southern Oregon 
Fly Fishers Workshop 

F e a t u r i n g D a v e 
Hughes

10 AM-3 PM  - Wednesday, 
January 22, 2020  

Madrone Hills Mobile Home 
Park Club House

8401 Old State Rd
Central Point 

This workshop is based on Rick 
Hafele and Dave’s original work-
shop	 “Entomology	 and	 the	 Artifi-
cial Fly”, which became their classic 
book Western Hatches and eventu-
ally Dave”s book Pocketguide to 
Western Hatches.. It covers may-
flies,	stoneflies,	caddisflies,	midges,	
damselflies,	dragonflies,	water	boat-
men,	 back	 swimmers,	 alderflies,	
scuds,	terrestrials,	and	even	baitfish.	
Hatches on rivers and streams, plus 
lakes and ponds, are all included. 
Dave explains insect recognition, 
selecting effective imitations, and 
how	to	rig	and	present	those	flies	as	
the natural insects might arrive in 
front of feeding trout. 

$35.00 per participant. 

Lunch is not provided. Bring 
your own or dine in Gold Hill.

To register contact   John 
Smith at 801-710-2515 or jlsutah@
gmail.com
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                 Continued on Pg. 7

arm was made. The solution was a shot 
of antibiotics in the butt and a 10 day 

course of oral antibiotics.
After two days and there was 

no relief, I contacted urgent care 
and ask to go to the emergency 
room for further treatment and 
was told that my malady wasn’t 
serious enough for the emergency 
room. OK, can I return to urgent 
care for further evaluation and 
was again told that they had done 
everything they could for me and 
there was no use returning there. 
Because of the severe pain, I asked 
for something for the pain and was 
told that they don’t prescribe pain 
medication, instead to take over 
the counter pain meds and ice the 
arm and hand.

Not	satisfied	with	this	course	
of action, I contacted my regular phy-
sician who had no openings, but an 

its normal size, not only that, but it was 
painful beyond belief. A trip to Three 

Rivers	Urgent	Care	and	a	less	than	five	
minute examination by a Nurse-Prac-
titioner and a diagnosis of an infected 

Boy, am I ever glad that No-
vember	has	finally	ended!	
The month began al-

right, but the Monday after the 
auction	I	came	down	with	the	flu/
cold and to make it worse, my 
wife came down with the same 
thing. What made it even worse 
was that I had to cancel a week-
long trip to Eagle Lake with my 
son and other friends. Getting a 
cold is usually no big thing, you 
take some type of cold medicine 
and within a couple of days you’re 
back to normal, but not this time. 
The symptoms were so severe, 
chest congestion and a hacking 
cough, that neither my wife nor I 
ever went to bed, rather we slept 
in our recliners for two weeks.

This would seem bad enough, 
but after the second day while taking 
a	nap,	I	awoke	to	find	my	right	hand	
and arm swollen to two to three times 

Merry Christmas and may all those presents in 
Santa’s bag be something good for fly fishing.


