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While Southern Oregon Fly Fishers 
pursue the lakes and rivers of Oregon 
for their fly fishing enjoyment, they 
are quick to show out of state family 
and friends just what opportunities 
Oregon has to offer .

Here the Editor’s son Duane Jr., prepares to release a five pound beauty 
taken on a recent outing on the Williamson River with Marlon Rampy. 
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                 FROM THE BOARD

          ATTENTION!
         Board Meeting

  The Board of Directors meet in 
      the conference room of the 
           Tap Rock Restaurant
  The next meeting is scheduled:       
        Oct. 1st at 6:00pm or
               the first Tuesday
          of the month
 All members welcome

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
                                by
                 Michael Mazingo

best	 month	 for	 Bass	 and	 Panfish	 fish-
ing.  Tenmile Lakes has an impressive 
population of yellow perch that will 
most likely be holding in relatively deep 
water as the 
temps start to 
drop.  Fish-
ing for these 
types	 of	 fish	
can be a fun 
and welcome 
break from 
the norm.

Rainbow 
trout in the 
fall can be 
elusive but if 
you can work 
around the 
weather a trip 
to Diamond 
Lake might 
prove very 
lucrative later 
in the month.  
I love trying 
new patterns 
in the river 
during the 
Fall and this 
is traditional-
ly a time of observation and experiment 
for	me.		I	end	to	do	a	lot	of	fly	tying	in	
the fall and winter months but October 
is the time to try different color varia-
tions	on	some	classic	flies.

Fishing on the rivers tends to slow 
down during the Fall and as a result 
we start to see less people on the wa-
ter.  This makes for the perfect time to 
get	some	much-needed	practice	and	fine	
tuning to my casting abilities as I look 
to improve my winter steelhead presen-
tations.

Fall also brings with it the begin-
ning of the family holiday season and 
traditionally the season most people as-
sociate with friends and fellowship.  I 
love catching up with friends anytime of 
the year but Fall just has a way of doing 
that	more	 prolifically.	 	 I	 believe	 it	 has	
something to do with the cooler weather 

Continued on Pg. 3

I love the weather here in Or-
egon,	more	specifically,	how	it	
turns from Hades hot to rainy 

and cool in an instant.  It’s almost as 
if we skip fall all together.  If you are 
like me than you are not too bothered 
by this.  It seems like every summer 
that passes it gets hotter and hotter.  
Maybe this is just a product of climate 
change or just getting older, either way 
I welcome the cooler weather like an 
old friend.

Fishing in the Fall months is as 
close to perfect as it gets in my book.  
The cooler weather and water temps 
set the ideal conditions to catch some 
of	 the	most	 stunning	fish	 I	have	been	
fortunate to net.  The changing color 
of	the	leaves,	the	faint	smell	of	a	fire-
place somewhere in the distance and 
the thought of a hot cup of cider at the 
end of the day.  I believe it is fair to say 
that Fall is my favorite season in gen-
eral but most importantly my favorite 
season	to	fish.

The cooler temps do come with 
their own challenges of course.  With 
the amount of metal in my body the 
cooler temps tend to creep into those 
places and sap my energy faster.  I 
find	 it	 necessary	 to	 take	more	 breaks	
and less risky chances with my wading 
abilities.  The thought of falling in the 
water is not as appealing as it is in 100-
degree weather. 

October is the month of transition 
for	 most	 fish	 and	 in	 my	 opinion	 the	

and rain but I’ll take it all the same.  I 
look forward to seeing everyone at our 
monthly	meetings	and	find	that	seeing	
and talking to all of you is often the 

highlight of 
the month 
for me.  I 
can hon-
estly say I 
have never 
b e l o n g e d 
to a group 
that is so 
genu inely 
happy to 
be around 
each other 
voluntarily. 

W i t h 
all of that 
being said 
our biggest 
g a t h e r -
ing of the 
year is al-
most upon 
us.  This 
year’s auc-
tion should 
prove to be 
(just as they 

have been in the past) a great event.  If 
you have not been to the auction in re-
cent years, I can’t express enough what 
you have been missing.  The auction 
not only affords you the opportunity to 
get some great items or trips but as our 

Russ Leavitt receiving a service award from Presi-
dent Michael.
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                       PROGRAMS
        Future Programs 
Nov 9  Annual Auction
Dec 17  Dave Meurer
Jan 21  Dave Hughes
Feb 18  Phil Rowley
Mar 17 Brian O’Keefe
Apr 21 Fly Tyer’s Night
May 19 TBA
Jun 16  TBA  

WHEN: TIMES: WHERE:
     5:30 PM

    Social Hour and            
     Fly Tying Demo.
          6:30 PM
          Meeting
          7:00 PM
Dinner and Program

           Lance and Kristen Gray - The Hex Hatch at Lake Almanor
President’s Message Cont. From Pg. 2

   October 15, 2019 Wild River Pub
533 NE F St. G.P.

     For Sale

largest gathering your cup will over-
flow	with	fun	and	fellowship.				I	hope	
to see all of you there but with limited 
space please don’t wait until the last 
minute to get your tickets.  

Lance & Kirsten Gray
Lance	and	Kirsten	have	more	than	50	years	combined	experience	in	fly	

fishing.	Lance	started	fly	fishing	with	his	father	and	brother	Lincoln	at	age	7.	
In	his	teens,	he	began	tying	flies	commercially	for	shops	all	around	Northern	
California.	At	17,	he	went	to	work	at	Powell’s	in	Chico,	working	in	the	fly	shop	
and	building	rods.	He	guided	for	Powell’s,	conducted	fly-tying	and	fly-fishing	
schools, and traveled. 

In 1993, Lance and Kirsten started Saltwater Innovations, a company that 
manufactured	and	distributed	products	for	saltwater	fly	fishing.	Lance’s	Crys-
tal	Popper,	Gray’s	Billfish	Fly,	the	KO	Charlie	line	and	the	Raghead	Crabs	are	
all Saltwater Innovations products. Kirsten worked behind the scenes, han-
dling	the	day-to-day	operation	running	the	manufacturing	floor	of	the	com-
pany. 

In	2003	they	launched	Lance	Gray	&	Company,	a	full-service	outfitter	of-
fering	guided	trips,	fly-fishing	schools,	workshops	and	a	travel	agency.	Lance	
conducts	 presentations	 at	 fly	 clubs	 and	 outdoor	 shows	 and	 supports	 local	
groups like Cub Scouts and 4H. He’s a signature tier for Aqua Flies, pro staff 
member for Sage and Rio and is a featured writer, with articles published in 
Angling Trade Magazine, California Fly Fisher, Fly Fishermen, Sierra Fisher-
man and Northwest Fly Fishing. 

Kirsten is a fantastic photographer who’s had images published in periodi-
cals and on websites throughout the outdoor industry. 

2003 Hyde Drift Boat, 16’8” x 
55” combo, including a deluxe trail-
er, new cover, with too many extras 
to list. 

 Asking $5,500
If interested or for further in-

formation contact Larry and Bob-
bie White

541-472-0824
  Email: whitebobbie45@gmail.com  
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CASTING ABOUT
                                                                                                                                              

                                                                       

                                                            

Don’t forget to put this date on 
your calendar.  Your auction commit-
tee is working hard to bring you plenty 
pf goodies for your bidding delight. We 
have	 fishing	 trips,	 fly	 rods,	 hand-tied	
flies	 by	 some	 of	 Oregon’s	 best	 tyers	
that just happen to be members of your 

them.	 	 They	 don’t	 have	 to	 be	 just	 fly	
fishing	items	as	it	is	just	before	Christ-
mas so many items are worth going in 
the	silent	or	bucket	raffle.	 	Remember	
those mouth-watering pies that brought 
in some good money and those deco-

Silent Auction Tables start with A - no-
tice the varied items on it.

club.  This is just the tip of iceberg to 
wet your bidding appetite. The dona-
tions we get for the silent auction from 
our members are ESSENTIAL for ev-
ery auction to be a success. We need 
those gently used items that are just 
waiting for someone else to repurpose 

The tables for the silent auction go from 
A to F and are loaded with items.

Another of the silent auction tables.

rations, kitchen items, etc.  So if you 
have anything that you would like to 
donate please contact me or anyone of 
the auction committee members and 
we will make arrangements to get the 
items collected.  I am writing this email 
notice now even though our auction is 
in November, we only have two general 
meeting before then as we are taking 
our summer break.

Now that we are getting items for 
the live auction, the silent auction and 
the	 bucket	 raffles,	 we	 need	 members	
and guests to come out and bid on those 
items. 

November 9, 2019
SOFF ANNUAL AUCTION

GRANTS PASS GOLF CLUB

Members and guests in line for the prime 
rib at last year’s dinner.

This year as in the past, we will be 
having a prime rib dinner that if it is any-
thing close to last year’s auction dinner 
it will be outstanding. The chef at the 
Grants Pass Golf Club will once again 
demonstrate his culinary excellence 

and produce an outstanding meal. As 
usual, if anyone requires a vegetarian 
meal, if advise at time of making your 
reservation, it can be provided.

As in past auctions, dinners need 
to be paid for when making your res-
ervation. If you wish to be seated with 
someone at their table or someone at 
your table advise John Smith who be 
handling the reservations and seating 
assignments.

You can still email or call in your 
reservations in the usual manner, as 
long a check follows in care of the 
club’s P.O. Box to the attention of John 
Smith.

Now for the bottomline - we are 
being charge a substanial increase over 
last year’s cost for the dinner which 
puts us in the unenviable position of 
having to increase the cost of the din-
ner this year. So for this year dinner,  
the price will be $30.00 person.

Thanks
John Storfold, SOFF Auction

Chair

work well, and bring lines that range 
from	slow	to	fast	sinking.		The	flies	and	
techniques that you typically use for 
trout in lakes, will work.  You should 
also bring a few larger streamer pat-
tern for the lake trout; however, most 
of the ones I have caught at Fourmile 
Lake	have	been	on	the	flies	I	typically	
use for rainbow.  If you are interested 
in attending this outing, we will meet 
at 8:00 AM in the Dollar Tree parking 
lot at the intersection of Hwys 62 and 
140 in White City.

Outing Continued From Pg. 5
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        OUTINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Oct 3  Rogue Steelhead
Oct 5  Fourmile Lake
Nov 2  Rogue Coho
Jan 1  Chili Feed
Feb  TBA
Mar  TBA
Apr  TBA
May  TBA
Jun  TBA

2019 Outings

                        Outings in October and Early November                                                                                                                        
                                                      By David Haight, Outings Chair

The fall offers some of the 
best	fishing	of	 the	year	 for	
fly	 anglers	 on	 the	 Rogue	

River.  Summer steelhead are distrib-
uted throughout the river, and coho 
salmon are making their way upstream. 
Plus ideal water temperatures make the 
fish	more	active	and	willing	 to	 take	a	
fly.	 	 The	 Southern	 Oregon	 Fly	 Fish-
ers have two outings coming up on the 
Rogue River to take advantage of these 
opportunities.

    Summer Steelhead—October 3

The	first	will	 be	 on	Thurs-
day October 3 to target steel-
head.  (Note:  I had to change 
this outing from the scheduled 
date of October 19.)  This year 
we will try a different section 
of the river than we have done 
in past years.  We will head to 
the area around Shady Cove.  
Steelhead densities should be 
higher, the water temperature 
better, and the chinook should 
be spawning in that section of 
the river then, which should 
improve our chances of catch-
ing	 fish.	 	We	 will	 meet	 in	 the	
large parking lot across the road 
from the Shady Cove boat ramp at 8:00 
AM.

Having a driftboat, raft, or pon-
toon boat will provide more access to 

good water; however, there are several 
areas that provide good access to the 
river for those without a boat.  This out-
ing is a good opportunity to introduce 
new members to the river, so I encour-
age members with driftboats to come 
and take some new anglers out for the 
day.  Participants should bring a six or 
seven-weight	 rod	 with	 a	 floating	 line,	
3X	 leader,	 and	 flies.	 	 Since	 the	 steel-
head should be feeding on the eggs 
and nymphs dislodged by the salmon’s 
spawning activity, dead-drifting imita-
tive patterns should be productive.  Ef-

fective patterns include Globugs, Hare’s 
Ears, Pheasant Tails, Prince Nymphs, 
Copper	 Johns,	 and	 stonefly	 nymphs.		
Flies should be lightly weighted to get 
down near the bottom.  (Weight added 
to the line is not allowed.)  Those that 
prefer	to	swing	flies	can	bring	the	equip-
ment	and	flies	for	that.		Since	we	will	be	
on the river most of the day, bring food 
and water, waders, rain gear, polarized 
glasses,	and	your	typical	fishing	acces-
sories.

               Coho—November 2

By early November, we should have 

a decent number of coho holding in 
the pools in the river, where stripping 
streamers could produce some excit-
ing action.  Again, we will meet in the 
parking lot across the road from the 
Shady Cove boat ramp at 8:00 AM.  As 
with the steelhead outing, having some 
sort	of	boat	would	be	beneficial	but	not	
necessary.  For this outing, an eight-
weight rod with a fast sinking line or 
shooting-head system would work 
well.  To that, add a 10 to 15 lb leader 
and	a	bright	streamer.		Popular	flies	in-
clude Egg-sucking Leeches, Comets, 

Clouser Minnows, and rabbit-
strip	flies.		Pink	and	purple	are	
popular	 colors	 for	 coho	 flies,	
but chartreuse, orange, olive, 
and black patterns will also 
work well at times.  Remember 
to bring the other items men-
tioned above for the day on the 
river.  You should also bring 
your steelhead equipment since 
we will pass through a lot of 
good steelhead water between 
the	areas	where	we	will	fish	for	
coho.

       Fourmile Lake—
October 5

In addition to the above, I am lead-
ing an outing to Fourmile Lake for the 
Rogue	Flyfishers	on	Saturday	October	
5.  Members of the Southern Oregon 
Fly Fishers are welcome to attend.  
Fourmile Lake is well stocked with 
rainbow trout and has several other 
species of naturally produced trout; 
however, what makes it unique in our 
area, is that is has lake trout.  As the 
water cools in the fall, the lake trout 
move out of the depths and into the 
shallow water along the shore, put-
ting	 them	within	 the	 range	 of	 fly	 an-
glers.  Six to seven-weight rods should 

Jerry Haynes with a dime bright coho taken on a recent 
outing.

                          Continued on Pg. 4
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               FLY TYING CORNER

Name(s):
Address:
City:                                               State:                                         Zip:
Phone: Home (         )                             Work: (        )
Email: 
Personal interests:          
                                                                             Renewal:_____New:______

Please make checks payable to: 
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144, 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

   Regular..........................................$35.00
   Family............................................$45.00
   Youth..............................................$10.00
   Contributing..................................$50.00
   Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
   Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Membership  Form

            John Storfold                       Fly Tying Chair            541-660-6584              steelyjohn@charter.net

Tying Instructions:

                    John’s Made Up Fly

Hook:    TMC 7999, Steelhead Fly Hook, Size 8-1.
Thread:  Black Veevus 10/0
Tail:   Pheasant Tippets, Dyed Red..
Body:   Orange Floss.
Rib:   Oval Gold Tinsel. 
Thorax:  Spirit River Lite Brite, DTL 444, Pearl Blue.
Hackle/Collar:  Black Schlappen.
Overwing:  Mallard.

Continued on Pg. 7

What	is	always	my	first	step?		Pinch	the	barb	and	mount	in	the	vise.		
Start your thread and wind back to just above where the barb used to be.  
Now tie in the Pheasant Tippets for the tail.  It should not extend beyond the end/bend of the hook.  Use a pinch wrap to 

keep the tail from pulling over the side of the hook.  Secure with a few good snug wraps.  
Tie	in	some	yellow/orange	floss	and	wrap	the	body	up	to	about	2/3	the	shank.		Now	take	you	dubbing	and	create	you	

thorax using enough to keep the Schlappen from collapsing on the hook when going through the water.  
Now take about 7-9 strands of Mallard and tie in on one side with a couple loose wraps and take your thumb nail and 

spread the hackle on one side and repeat the process on the other side.  
Tie	off	and	form	a	fairly	slender	head	and	apply	some	head	cement	(of	your	choice)	to	finish	the	fly.	

While	I	was	thinking	about	a	fly	for	the	month	obviously	steelhead	is	on	my	mind	(it	is	that	season).		I	just	started	looking	
around at what I had laying on my tying desk and started putting things together.  As you know I encourage imprecision.  The 
form	of	this	fly	is	nothing	more	or	less	than	most	traditional	steelhead	flies,	only	that	I	did	not	follow	a	recipe	but	just	went	
through	the	process;	I	need	a	tail,	body,	thorax,	hackle	and	a	wing	or	over	hackle.		So	there	you	have	it.		A	no	name	fly	that	
I	am	hoping	will	entice	a	steelhead	to	take.		It	has	a	little	flash	(the	thorax),	the	general	proportions	and	all	the	components	
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                 CHANGING LINES
  COMING EVENTS
10-1 Board Meeting
10-3 Club Outing - Rogue Steel
  head.
10-5 Club Outing - Fourmile  
 Lake
10-8 SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
  Mobile Home Park in Gold   
 Hill
10-17 Club Meeting with Lance  
 Gray.
11-2 Club Outing - Rogue Coho
11-5 Board Meeting
11-9 Annual SOFF Fund Raising
  Auction and Dinner
11-12 SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
  Mobile Home Park in Gold   
 Hill

Editor’s Notebook  Cont. From Pg. 8
pulled out and it was gone. Fortunately, 
I	was	able	to	see	the	fish	which	made	the	
loss all the worst.

After	 a	 couple	 more	 fish	 were	
caught by Prouty and me, it was time 
for lunch so we headed down river. We 
tried a couple of more spots on our way 
to where we were going to have lunch, 
but didn’t connect.

After lunch, we came to the place-
where	my	son	had	caught	his	big	fish	a	
couple of weeks before. Rampy had me 
cast a dry to the same spot over the same 
distance and after three or four casts and 
another hole in the water, I was onto an-
other	big	fish.	After	 another	prolonged	
battle	 with	 a	 jump	 or	 two	 of	 the	 fish,	
it veered over to some sharp rocks and 
that	was	that	about	that	fish.	Once	again	
I	was	able	to	see	the	fish	and	lamented	
over the fact that I didn’t land it.

We stopped at a few more runs 
before we called it a day, but I never 
hooked	another	fish.	When	the	day	was	
over, I had landed a dozen, hooked and 
lost several two of which that were es-
timated by Rampy to be equal or larger 
than	the	big	fish	I	landed	and	also	missed	
the	 pull	 downs	 of	 several	 fish.	 I	 had	 a	
good day! I’ll say it again, when you’re 
good you’re good regardless of the seat 
you’re	fishing	from.	Gosh,	it’s	hard	to	be	
humble!!

My Montana Fly 
Fishing Adventure
             By Mario Ramirez

John’s Fly Continued From Pg 6

we normally	see	in	a	traditional	fly.		Go	
to your vise and see what you can come 
up with.  I have told you what I used 
BUT, It is not a magical formula, just a 
fly	that	I	feel	will	work.		Provided	you	
put	it	in	front	of	a	willing	fish.	

Have fun at the vise.  
Tight Lines John Storfold

This is part 2 of Mario’s Montana 
Fly Fishing Adventure. We left off with 
day one and begin now with the start of 
day 2.

                                  The Editor

Let me note that if I hit half of the 
strikes	that	my	fly	took,	I’d	have	landed	
a	lot	more	fish.		

Day	 two	 (10	 mile	 float)	 I’m	 in	
Brooks’ boat with a friend, Cur-
ley.  Brook has guided on the rivers there 
for 24 years.  (Note: he guided Tom Oar, 
Mountain Men, and his wife Nancy a 
few years ago).  His background makes 
him a fountain of information.  We start 
pretty well.  Curley and I double hooked 
up on a couple of nice cutthroats.  Short-
ly thereafter, I caught the nice rainbow 
that is pictured in the net.  We caught 
a couple of more cutties each.  It was 
hot	out	 there,	 95.	 	We	fished	dry	flies,	
a pink hopper.  The cutties like it, but 
it	was	too	hot	for	them	to	chase	a	fly	on	
the surface, so we switched to nymph-
ing.  This is a whole different ball 
game.	 	We	had	a	 two	fly	set	up	with	a	
strike indicator.  Casting takes on a 
whole new look.  An overhead cast is 
slower, allowing all that stuff to load the 
rod.  It took a little bit for me to get the 
hang of it, but I was eventually able to 
cast and put line out.  

After lunch we moved onto the Flat-
head River from the Clark Fork.  That 
is where the smallmouth reside.  We 
switch to a 7 wt rod with an intermedi-
ate sinking line.  I brought mine with, 
so	 Brooks	 set	 it	 up	 with	 a	 white	 fish	
streamer on top and a sculpin streamer 
on the bottom.  The sculpin streamer 
is a Sculpzilla pattern.  Brooks put us 
on a rock that he knows holds small-
ies.  Note:  Steve and his boat passed 
over this rock in short order, whereas 
Brooks made us work the rock.  It yield-
ed that beauty I’m grinning with.  Cur-

ley	caught	a	smallie	on	each	fly.		I	had	a	
double hookup as he was landing his, but 
I lost one.  We kept slamming the small-
mouth on that rock for about half an hour 
to	forty	five	minutes.	 	Then,	we	moved	
over to the bank, and were catching little 
smallies on every cast.  I caught no less 
than	10	fish,	maybe	12	 and	Curley	had	
close to the same.  The other guys didn’t 
catch half of what we caught.  I missed a 
bunch of strikes.  I can set a hook now!

We arrived back at the shop an hour 
after Steve’s boat.  Brooks is the man!

Day	three	(10	mile	float)	I’m	fishing	
with Brooks again. I caught around 8 
fish	today.		The	two	cutthroats	were	my	
best	of	the	day.		Again,	we	fished	every-
thing from the pink hoppers, to Black 
Death,	 to	 salmon	flies	 and	nymph	 rigs,	
and back.  The last cuttie in the album 
is around 21” long and around 6 years 
old.  Brooks said that that is about a big 
as they get and as old as they get.  

After	 three	days	of	 slinging	my	fly	
rod, with various setups, I’d had enough, 
for now.  Brooks, being a teacher and 
coach is intense in his instruction, but he 
gets his point across.  There were times 
when he’d get frustrated, but never any-
thing that wasn’t warranted, i.e. untangle 
a mess only to have to do it again on the 
next cast (not me because I got pretty 
good at untangling myself and taking a 
step	back),	but	as	he	a	said,	“that’s	fish-
ing”.  

Even	though	I	have	been	fly	fishing	
for around 6 years, my experience was 
minimal.  I am now in a position, and lo-
cation to take full advantage (not much 
fishing	in	the	LA	River).		I	look	forward	
to attending more of the club outings and 
learning from our members.
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Editor’s Notebook
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                 Continued on Pg. 7

after a several minute battle, was able 
to	land	the	brute.	The	fish	some	23-24	
inches at an estimated 7 pounds was 
photographed and released. It seems 
that	 I	 can’t	hold	onto	a	 slimy	fish,	 so	
for the photo, Rampy is holding it for 
me	lest	I	drop	the	fish	in	the	boat	and	
hurt it. About this time, Rampy no-
ticed	that	there	were	several	fish	rising	
to dries, so he rigged another rod with 
a fairly large dry and had me work the 
water.	I	caught	several	smaller	fish	on	
the dry. Finally, there was a large hole 
in the water and I was onto another 
fish.	This	fish	jumped	numerous	times	
which when you see the size really gets 
the heart beating. Another long battle 
ensued	and	I	was	finally	making	some	
headway	with	 the	fish.	The	fish	 after	
several minutes was just along side of 
the boat, Marlon reached out with net, 
the	fish	swam	in	and	then	out	and	be-
fore it could be netted again, the hook 

Well	 to	prove	a	point	 I	fished	 the	
back seat not only with my son, but 
also with Prouty. On the trip with my 
son,	 I	was	 content	 to	watch	 him	 fish	
and	was	satisfied	with	 limited	action;	
however, when I was with Jay, I was 
concentrating on stilling the voices of 
the naysayers and prove a point that 
‘when you’re good it doesn’t matter 
what	seat	you’re	fishing	from’.	

The day progressed slowly and we 
were greeted to several passing show-
ers, enough to wish you had brought 
along	 rain	 gear.	 The	 fishing	matched	
the weather – not very good and in fact 
there	were	 no	 fish	 caught	 in	 the	 first	
couple of hours. 

Another boat was in a spot that 
Rampy	wanted	 to	 fish,	 so	 we	waited	
them	out	and	 they	finally	 left	and	we	
moved	 into	 the	 spot.	The	fish	 started	
off slowly, but both Prouty and I had 
several pull downs which we both 
missed.	I	then	finally	hooked	one	and	

Last month I wrote a piece about 
my son and our adventures on the Wil-
liamson River with Marlon Rampy. I 
was	satisfied	to	play	‘second	fiddle’	as	
my son, under the tutelage of Rampy, 
successfully landed several nice rain-
bows including the one on the front 
page. I left the story with the ac-
knowledgement that I would be doing 
another trip with Rampy a couple of 
weeks after the one with my son.

Fast forward two weeks. After an-
other	stay	at	the	Sleep	Inn,	my	fishing	
partner, Jay Prouty and I met Rampy 
and we were off. As an aside, there 
was some chatter from some of my 
other partners on other trips that the 
reason I was able to do so well was 
because I had the front position in the 
boat. Let it be known that I always 
ask my partners where they want to 
fish	from	and	allow	them	to	make	the	
choice. Can I help it if they always 
want the back of the boat! 


