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Summer - a time when the Southern 
Oregon Fly Fishers branch out to oth-
er areas for their fly fishig enjoyment. 
Not only are SOFF’ers fishing in oth-
er states such as Alaska, but are also 
fishing Mexico and Canada.

 Teresa Kasza proudly displays a fine Arctic Char taken on a recent trip 
to Alaska. Kasza was on a multi-day float with club members Dick and 
Gwen Adams. She said that in addition to Arctic Char, they caught Dolly 
Varden, Leopard Rainbows, Grayling and King Salmon.
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                 FROM THE BOARD

          ATTENTION!
         Board Meeting

  The Board of Directors meet in 
      the conference room of the 
           Tap Rock Restaurant
  The next meeting is scheduled:       
        Aug. 6th at 6:00pm or
               the first Tuesday
          of the month
 All members welcome

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
                                by
                 Michael Mazingo

fees are $4.50 per foot (rounded up) plus 
$5 and are valid for two calendar years.  
The cost will be going up to $5.95 per 
foot plus $5 in 2020, so if you are due for 
renewal soon or need to register for the 
first	 time	
please do 
so soon.

W e l l 
hopefully 
I haven’t 
lost ev-
e r yo n e’s 
at tent ion 
just yet.  
I know 
I tend 
to keep 
t h i n g s 
m o s t l y 
l i g h t 
h e a r t e d 
and less 
ominous.  
In my 
youth I 
was what 
s o m e 
w o u l d 
h a v e 
called a bad apple.  I had a tendency to 
flirt	with	grey	area	of	the	law.		My	par-
ents were awakened many a night by the 
local police with me in tow.  I can hon-
estly say I never did anything that was 
worthy of going to jail but all the same 
I’m sure my name was not spoken with 
reverence in my teen years.

Thankfully I can look back at those 
years now and laugh (my mother still 
doesn’t	find	it	funny).		To	a	teenage	me,	
a little thing like registering my boat was 
laughable, it just would have seemed 
like another way for Johnny Law to rob 
people of their money.  If only I was half 
as smart now as I thought I was at six-
teen I would probably be a Nobel prize 
winner. 

What I couldn’t see then was the 
benefit	of	where	the	money	paid	to	the	
Marine Board goes and what it is used 
for.  

Continued on Pg. 3

Well summer appears to 
be in full swing and 
the sun has a way of 

just taking the energy right out of me.  
With	so	much	sun	the	water	and	fishing	
seem like a better idea than replacing 
gutters.  

This year being on the water may 
start to look a little different as the Or-
egon State Marine Board along with 
Sheriffs	 offices	 have	 been	 active	 in	
looking for expired boat registrations.  
An expired registration can come with 
quite a hefty citation of $265.  

The Marine Board, alongside 
Sheriff	Offices	 from	 32	 counties	will	
be	 out	August	 3-4	 of	 this	 year	 really	
trying to ensure that all boats with a 
motor of any kind are registered prop-
erly and displayed in accordance with 
state law. 

For those of you that may not know 
the current law or you are not sure if 
your boat falls into the range of boats 
that must be registered please check out 
the Marine Boards website @ www.or-
egon.gov/OSMB.  However, to sum up 
the current law:

Any boat that is powered by a mo-
tor – electric, gas, diesel or steam, and 
all sailboats 12 feet and longer must be 
currently registered when on the water, 
even when docked or moored. This in-
cludes	 inflatable	 rafts	with	an	electric	
motor, even a standup paddleboard or 
float	tube	with	an	electric	motor.

Currently motorboat registration 

The Marine Board is funded by reg-
istration, title fees and marine fuel taxes 
paid by motorized boaters. No lottery, 
general fund tax dollars or local facil-
ity parking fees are used to fund agen-

cy pro-
g r a m s . 
T h e s e 
fees go 
back to 
us boat-
ers in 
the form 
of boat 
r a m p s , 
d o c k s , 
trailered 
parking 
spaces, 
r e s t -
r o o m s , 
c o n -
s t r u c -
tion and 
mainte-
n a n c e , 
and for 
boating 
s a fe t y/
ma r i ne 

law enforcement services.
Additionally for every boat reg-

istered, that registration brings in ad-
ditional money from motorboat fuel 
tax and federal boating dollars.  As 
Randy Henry, Boating Safety Program 
Manager for the Marine Board, put it; 

Robert James with a nice bass he caught at Copeland’s 
Pond. Now look at his boat! It’s a pontoon boat with an 
electric trolling motor attached to the boat, but what you 
don’t see is that the boat doesn’t have registration num-
bers displayed. If he were to be stopped by members of 
the Marine Board or Sheriff’s Office he could be cited. 
Fortunately, Bob’s boat is registered, and usually has the 
numbers displayed on signs he hangs from the frame of 
the boat.
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                       PROGRAMS
        Future Programs 
Sep 17  Chris King
Oct 15  Lance Grey
Nov 9  Annual Auction
Dec 17  Dave Meurer
Jan 21  Dave Hughes
Feb 18  Phil Rowley
Mar 17 Brian O’Keefe
Apr 21 Fly Tyer’s Night 

WHEN: TIMES: WHERE:

                        No Dinner Meeting for the Month of August
President’s Message Cont. From Pg. 2

                    Photo Potpourri

     August 20, 2019 Wild River Pub
533 NE F St. G.P.

“Registering a 16-foot boat provides 
$77 of funding, but results in addition-
al matching funds of nearly $190, so 
that $77 registration fee results in $267 
of revenue available to fund facilities 
and marine enforcement.”

I would like to tell you the basis for 
this month’s article is me being the best 
steward for Oregon and Marine law.  
The truth however is a simple over-
sight started this ball down the hill.  
My wife Jennifer attended the clubs 
outing to East Lake with her new troll-
ing motor for her pontoon minus a boat 
registration. Thankfully she forgot her 
charger for her battery and was unable 
to use her new motor as the local Sher-
iff’s	Office	was	on	the	water	checking	
for expired or missing registrations. 

Having never needed to register a 
boat here in Oregon it just did not oc-
cur to me that she would need to do so 
by putting a motor on her pontoon raft.  
But, as my dad used to frequently tell 
me (when I would try to play ignorant) 
“Ignorance of the law does not excuse 
you of the consequences.”

So, if you haven’t already, please 
check your registrations and I hope to 
see you all on the water soon.

 
 Just a reminder
There is no meet-
ing in either July 
or August

Mike Gray with a nice Agency 
Lake rainbow.

Lava Lake outing participants.

2019 Wine Dinner participants 
enjoying dinner in the barrel 
room at Plaisance Ranch.
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CASTING ABOUT
                                                                                                                                              

                                                                       

                                                            

Field & Stream 2019 Fly Tying Class             
                                       by David McCants

council is responsible for streams in 
parts of Josephine and Jackson Coun-
ties. We also donate to the Applegate 
Partnership and Watershed Council 
in Ruch and the Illinois Valley Water-
shed Council in Cave Junction. Our 
donations are relatively small, but they 
show that we support what the councils 
are	doing	for	fish.

2. Fly Fishers International’s 
“The Osprey”: This is a group con-
nected with Fly Fishing International 
that is focused on issues and protection 
of wild steelhead. They publish a quar-
terly journal with the latest news and 
challenges for steelhead in the West. 
You can get a copy from me at a SOFF 
general meeting.

3.	Oregon Stewardship: This is a 
non-profit	based	in	Medford	that	helps	
southern Oregon schools with outdoor 
education,	including	fisheries	and	wa-
tershed science.

4. Western Rivers Conservancy: 
This organization purchases land ad-
jacent to key salmon and steelhead 
streams in the western part of the U.S. 
Several large plots have been pur-
chased along Oregon streams to pro-
tect	vital	habitat	for	fish.	The	protected	
land is in perpetuity, it cannot be sold 
and developed.

5. Youth Education: We include 
funds	 in	 our	 budget	 for	 fisheries	 and	
watershed-related education for local 
schools or separate events.

6.  Habitat Other: We budget 
money for habitat projects that we 
could help fund, but did not know 
about at budget time in December. We 
have used this money to help a water-
shed council apply for a grant whose 
application includes matching funds 
from local groups.

up for, please let us know ASAP so oth-
er persons can attend.

Additionally, there will be a Be-
ginning Fly Tying Class conducted 
Wednesday nights on the following 
dates (seven weeks) at the same location 
from 6-9 pm:

Class One!
October	2/9/16/23
November	6/13/20

Class Two!
Jan 15/22/29
Feb 5/12/19/26

Field & Stream, Medford, 
Oregon	 will	 start	 fly	 tying	
classes on August 14th, 2019.  

There are no fees for these classes, and 
they will be taught by Mr. David P. 
McCants	 our	fishing	 associate.	 	Class	
size (8 – 15) will vary depending on the 
number of students signing up for each 
class.  The classes will be held from 
6-9pm in front of the store Moose.  
These classes are not for beginners and 
you can bring your own vise and tools, 
or we will have vise and tools available 
for in store use. 

The classes and dates are as fol-
lows:

August 14th –   F l i e s 
for	“Bug	&	Bubble”	fishing	(group	one	
flies),

August 19th –   M o d -
ern Spey Flies,

August 28th -   F l i e s 
for	“Bug	&	Bubble”	fishing	(group	two	
flies),

September 4th - Simple guide 
flies	for	King	and	Coho	Salmon,

September 11th -  Flies for “Bug 
&	Bubble”	fishing	(group	one	flies),

September 18th -  T r a d i t i o n a l 
Steelhead Flies for swinging on the 
Rogue River,

September 25th -  Flies for Bug & 
Bubble	fishing	(group	two	flies),

If you are interested, there will be 
signup	 sheets	 in	 the	 store	 fishing	 de-
partment, or you can contact Mr. Mc-
Cants	at	541-973-	3508.		If	you	decide	
not to come to a class you have signed 

The Southern Oregon Fly Fish-
ers	raise	funds	to	help	fish	in	
Southern Oregon. One of the 

three goals stated in the by-laws of our 
organization is: “… To assist our gov-
ernment	agencies	with	fisheries	related	
research and habitat enhancement proj-
ects.” The Board of Directors of SOFF 
is in charge of the donations made on 
behalf of our club. The board discusses 
our annual giving program at the end of 
each calendar year and passes a budget 
for the following year. This budget in-
cludes a section under “Expenses” that 
deals with our donations. The follow-
ing is a brief summary of the donations 
I deal with as the SOFF Habitat Chair 
and	unofficial	education	person:	

1. Watershed Councils: We deal 
with three Watershed Councils in this 
area. Each has 2 or more paid staff and 
a board of directors made up of com-
munity volunteers. These organizations 
do projects that improve water quality, 
quantity	and	habitat	for	fish	in	the	Rogue	
Basin. We make donations to the Rogue 
River WC based in Central Point. This 

Fishy Donations
By Dave Grosjacques
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        OUTINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Sept 7  Clinic/Picnic
Oct 19  Rogue Steelhead
Nov 2  Rogue Coho
Jan 1  Chili Feed
Feb  TBA
Mar  TBA
Apr  TBA
May  TBA
Jun  TBA

2019 Outings

                 Second Annual Fall BBQ                                                                                                                           
                                        By Steve Day

         East Lake Recap Cont. on Pg. 7

Rogue Flyfishers & South-
ern Oregon Fly Fishers

           Presents
The Second Annual 

Fall BBQ
Saturday, September 7th, 

Touvelle Park Pavilion 

Don’t miss this wonderful Event!  
Last year was a big success with great 
food and camaraderie!  Like last year, 
we will have tying demonstrations, 
games, clinics and instruction. This 
year	we	have	a	raffle	with	a	chance	
to win a TFO Rod and Reel.

The Event will begin at 10:00 
a.m.	with	 BBQ	 served	 around	 3:00	
p.m.  The meal will include BBQ’d 
Pork Ribs, Grilled Chicken, Ranch 
Beans, Salad, Fresh Fruit, Grilled Ja-
lapenos and Tortillas.  Chilled water 
will be provided. However, you may 
bring your own beverage of choice. 

RSVP’s are required by Tuesday, 
September	3rd	and	$5.00	will	be	col-
lected at the event.

To RSVP contact Steve Day at 
icrsrd303@gmail.com or by phone at 
(661)	742-5835	(afternoons	only)	and	
please indicate whether you prefer 
Ribs or Chicken.

So. Oregon Fly Fishers will 

RSVP in the usual manner by either 
going to the club’s website and using 
the dinner meeting response or by 
emailing the editor with your RSVP. 
Also indicate your preference as to 
ribs or chicken. The cost of the bar-
becue will be $5.00 and will be col-
lected at the event.

The	East	Lake	Outing	finally	went	
off without a hitch. After all the anxi-
ety with the rush for reservations in the 
Cinder Hill Campground, things came 
together.  The Outing was well attend-
ed and I believe everyone had a great 
time!

remainder of the week was typical, yet 
cool for July, with calm mornings and 
winds out of the west in the afternoons. 
And yes, it was true that there was a 
full moon most of the week.

East Lake Outing 
Recap

               Steve Day

A nice East Lake rainbow.

The week started off wonderful. 
The weather on Monday was superb 
with	 light	winds	and	very	willing	fish.	
Tuesday started cold, with the lake 
cloaked in low clouds and weather remi-
niscent of Fall.  Although cool, it was 
calm, with some frost and ice on boats 
early.  Tuesday evening however, was a 
different story. High winds showed up 
late and blew very hard throughout the 
night and continued thru Wednesday 
morning.  We pulled a couple of boats 
out that morning that had been anchored 
along the shoreline. My boat in particu-
lar had about six inches of water in the 
stern that had splashed over the tran-
som from wave action overnight.  The 

Jerry Haynes with an East Lake brown.
Now	for	the	catching.		The	fishing	

was good but not great. I believe every-
one I spoke with had some success, with 
some doing much better than others. It 
was not as wide open as I’ve found it to 
be this time of year, however the qual-
ity	and	size	of	the	fish	were	some	of	the	
best I have experienced at East.  The 

Suzanne Rotz assisted by Dan Critten-
den with a feisty East Lake prize.
Cold Front during the week and the full 
moon most certainly contributed to the 
mood	of	the	fish	and	the	modest	activi-
ty of the insects.  The famous Callibae-
tis	Mayfly	hatches	occurred	 each	day	
but were meager in comparison to what 
East Lake can produce.  One notewor-
thy observation however, was the size 
of	 the	Lake’s	Kokanee.	For	 those	 that	
caught	these	awesome	sport	fish,	they	
were rewarded with very robust and 
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               FLY TYING CORNER

Name(s):
Address:
City:                                               State:                                         Zip:
Phone: Home (         )                             Work: (        )
Email: 
Personal interests:          
                                                                             Renewal:_____New:______

Please make checks payable to: 
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144, 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

   Regular..........................................$35.00
   Family............................................$45.00
   Youth..............................................$10.00
   Contributing..................................$50.00
   Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
   Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Membership  Form

            John Storfold                       Fly Tying Chair            541-660-6584              steelyjohn@charter.net

Tying Instructions:

                        Purple Flash

Hook:    Standard Salmon Hook, Size of Your Choice.
Thread:   Black.
Tag:   Flat Gold Tinsel.
Tail:   Red Hackle Fibers.
Body:   Purple Braided Mylar, or Diamond Braid, or
Collar:   Deep Purple Saddle or Hen Hackle. 
Wing :  Red Fox Squirrel Tail.
Cheeks:  Jungle Cock (Optional).

1.	Tie	in	thread	and	wrap	back	to	point	of	the	hook	and	tie	tag	and	wrap	about	3/16	of	an	inch.	
2.	Tie	in	tail	hackle	fibers	(	approximately	¾”	extending	past	the	end	of	the	hook	by	about	5/16”.	
3.	Tie	in	braid	and	palmer	through	body,	leaving	room	for	the	collar	and	head.
4.		Tie	in	hackle	and	do	about	3	wraps.
5.  Tie in wing (red fox should be even with the end of the hook) and then jungle cock cheeks (not shown in this 

picture)	and	finish	off	the	head.	

           Fly Tied By: John Graves

We	want	to	thank	John	for	sharing	another	excellent	fly	with	his	fellow	club	members.

                                                           Fly reprised from August 2009



                                                   SOFF NEWS            August, 2019                                            Page 7

                 CHANGING LINES
  COMING EVENTS
8-6 Board Meeting
8-20 No Club Meeting
9-3	 Board	Meeting
9-7 Club Outing and Picnic at
  Tou Velle Park
9-10 SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
  Mobile Home Park in Gold   
 Hill
9-17 Club Meeting - with Chris  
	 King
10-1 Board Meeting
10-17 Club Meeting with Lance  
 Gray.
10-19 Club Outing - Rogue Steel 
 head.
11-7 Annual SOFF Fund Raising
  Auction and Dinner

Editor’s Notebook  Cont. From Pg. 8

East Lake Recap Continued From Pg. 5

season, I’m sure that the membership 
is	out	doing	something	‘fishy’.	All	I	ask	
is that you make sure that you memori-
alize the event with a photo or two and 
make sure the editor receives a copy of 
the photos.

If you really want to make my day, 
not only send me photos, but include a 
story of about 450 to 500 words that I 
can use as an article for the newsletter.

Now that your Oregon Fishing Li-
cense is on your cell phone there will 
be no excuses for not taking a picture. 
The state has made sure you always has 
a camera with you!! So take those pic-
tures and make the old editor happy.

aggressive	 fighters.	 Several	 of	 these	
landlocked, Sockeye Salmon, topped 
twenty inches with sixteen to seventeen 
inches being average! And they are al-
ways a hoot!                                                              

Saturday	 was	 the	 Official	 Outing	
Day with festivities that included Break-
fast Burritos and Coffee in the morning, 
provided	 by	 the	 Rogue	 Flyfishers	 and	
served up at Space 21 by your Hosts, 
Keith	 Hardcastle	 and	 myself.	 After	 a	
great	day	of	fishing	we	returned	to	space	

The group taking part in the Saturday 
night barbeque and pot luck.

diner’s request.                  
It was encouraging to see such a 

enthusiatic turnout from members of 
each Club. We plan on doing this again 
next year and will likely return to East 
Lake. We might even try and plan away 
from the Full Moon?  

It was great to see many of the at-
tendees that brought boats, offered 
available seats to other members for 
some time on the Lake. A couple of 
Hosted Trips took place during the 
week as well. These were Club Auction 
Trips that had been won previously and 
fulfilled	 during	 the	 week.	 They	 went	
well, folks had fun, learned a lot and 
benefitted	 from	 the	 knowledge,	 skills	
and experiences of some really accom-
plished	fishermen.

Your Hosts would like to thank 
everyone that attended and reiterate it 
is our pleasure to be able to host these 
events. We had a great time, had a lot of 
fun and are looking forward to more!

One thing was certain - nobody went 
away Saturday night hungry!

21	where	 the	BBQ’s	 and	 the	 campfire	
got	fired	up.	We	had	an	awesome	feast.	
Everybody potlucked an item and vari-
ous cuts of meat were cooked up to the 

SOFF’s Lava Lake/Cascade Lakes 
2019 outing saw some old friends with 
some new friends. We had much better 
weather than last year. Sonja and Julie 
did very well on Lava Lake with chi-
ronomids using the European nymph-
ing technique.  We had a friend (Tom) 
fly	 fishing	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 and	 he	
caught	his	first	trout	on	a	fly	on	the	up-
per Deschutes River.

We continued with our Friday eve-
ning meeting, sharing appetizers and 
fish	 stories.	We	 then	gathered	 together	
on Saturday for the club sponsored din-
ner at 6:00 pm.  We Barbecued Cart-
wright’s Tri tip and chicken breast, and 
others brought some wonderful sides 
and desserts, and it was delicious. The 
event was well attended with 11 total 
attendees. It is great to see our club 
healthy	 and	 growing.	 Many	 fish	 were	
caught in the local waters, ranging from 
small Brookies from the Deschutes to 
large Rainbows from Lava Lake and 
Little Lava Lake. Everyone had a good 
time	fishing,	visiting,	eating	and	getting	
to know some new friends.

Next year, the outing will be from 
Friday, June 26th through Sunday June 
28th. So make your reservations ahead 
of	time	as	sites	fill	up	very	quickly.	You	
can camp at Lava Lake Resort and RV 
Park	 (which	 fills	 up	 quickly	 and	 takes	
reservations a year in advance), the For-
est Service campgrounds at Lava Lake 
and Little Lava Lake, and Crane Prai-
rie Resort and RV campground. Each of 
these campgrounds take early reserva-
tions. Some cabin rentals are available 
in the area (Cultas Lake, Elk Lake, and 
Twin Lakes, among others). Remember, 
all meetings take place at Lava Lake 
Resort and RV Park.

If you have any questions, please 
give us a call at 541-218-7264 or 541-
218-7265.

Hope to see you all next year.

Lava Lake/ Cascade 
Lakes Recap
By Jerry and Sue Keeling
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                 Continued on Pg. 7

velle Park on September 7th. If you at-
tended last year you would have been 
treated a really great mouth watering 
barbecue of beef and chicken, together 
with all the sides, baked beans, salads, 
etc. Steve says that in addition to all 
the good food, he plans to have casting 
games,	 exhibition	fly	 tying	 and	other	
things to make the day interesting. To 
learn more, read Steve’s article in this 
newsletter.

Another thing, the club outing 
scheduled for August 24th, has been 
cancelled.

Now here’s something for me. I’m 
a	firm	believer	that	you	can’t	just	have	
words in the newsletter. If this were 
the case, you could just read a book. 
No, to make the newsletter interesting 
and make it relative to the club, you 
need photos and those photos are of 
members	fishing	and	catching	fish.	

Now that we are in the summer 

drinks provided by the SOFF at the 
Copeland Pond outing or the Saturday 
night dinner at the Lava Lake outing to 
name just a few.

But I get ahead of myself. To all of 
these good things, we need bidders to 
bid, but before that we need items to 
be bid on. John Storfold, auction chair, 
asks that in addition to large items for 
the oral auction, he needs items for the 
silent auction. The donations we get for 
the silent auction from our members 
are essential for every auction to be 
a success. We need those gently used 
items that are just waiting for some-
one else to repurpose them. So if you 
have anything that you wish to donate, 
please do so as soon as you can as once 
the monthly meetings start again, we 
will have only two before the auction 
night.

Let’s see what else. Steve Day an-
nounces the second annual joint RFF 
and SOFF barbecue to be held at Tou-

I can’t believe it! I have a news-
letter that is so jam packed 
that I have very little space 

left to write my column. So I’ll spare 
you	 on	 my	 usual	 pontificating	 and	
give you a brief update on what’s go-
ing on.

To start with, the Annual SOFF 
Fund Raising Auction is scheduled 
for November 9th.  As you all know, 
this is the only fund raising effort the 
club engages in to provide the funds 
necessary to run the club for the fol-
lowing year.  Our speakers’ expenses 
come from these funds as well as the 
donations the club makes to various 
conservation organizations that the 
club supports. A good example of 
these groups can be found in the ar-
ticle Dave Grosjacques wrote in this 
issue of the newsletter. Not only all 
of the above, but the money also goes 
to the little things that aren’t readily 
apparent such as the hamburgers and 


