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Summer - a time when the Southern
Oregon Fly Fishers take advantage of
some of our local lakes to catch and
release some fine rainbows as well as
enjoying the scenery at these various
locations.
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Nick Merrill admires a fine rainbow he took on a recent outing to Howard Prairie Lake. Merrill noted that although he didn’t see any large fish
caught, the trash cans around the cleaning station contained numerous
large heads of some really big fish that had been caught.

Dinner Reservations: E-mail - info@soff.org
or call the Club at (541) 955-4718

SPECIAL MENTION
Bill Burns: 		
John Storfold:		
Kevin Daniels:		
John Smith:		
John Storfold:
David Haight:		
Jennifer Mazingo:
Dave Roberts:		
Ed/Sandy Michalski:
John Storfold		

Membership
Fly Tying Chair
Fly Tying Instructor
Programs
Auction Chair
Outings Chair
SOFF Wear
OR Council IFFF Rep
Raffles
Project Healing Waters Chair

SOFF NEWS

July, 2019

FROM THE BOARD
almost every year. To see them from
afar as they help and coach the vets is
something that cannot be expressed in
words. The closest I think I could come
would be to say it is like watching someone get to meet and hang out with their
idol. It’s as if Tiger Woods was teaching
Arnold Palmer something new.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

by
Michael Mazingo

would like to say that I am
hardly ever at a loss for words.
Anyone who has had the opportunity to talk with me can confirm
this for sure. This past month for me
however has left me speechless in the
most profound way on two occasions.
The first is I became a grandfather for the first time on June 16th. I
thought that the births of my own children were the three greatest days of my
life. I was almost right. It turns out
that seeing one of the humans I helped
create becoming a parent is the greatest day of my life. To see the love in
my daughters and son-in-law’s eyes
for their child for the first time was the
proudest day of my life.
The second day I was left speechless was during our Project Healing
Waters outing. There is just something
so magical and awe aspiring to see the
pure excitement and joy in the veteran’s
faces. To see them feel like they belong
to something again would leave you in
tears if it wasn’t such a happy occasion.
Even though I can relate with them and
know what fly fishing has done to help
me overcome my struggles as a veteran
I was actually moved most by the volunteers.
Most of our volunteers are themselves veterans and are eager like myself to give back to veteran community
by blending two things we are passionate about. The non-veteran volunteers
however tend to leave me speechless

If you were at the last dinner meeting
you noticed that President Michael was
not present. He had a good excuse however, as he was attending the birth of his
granddaughter.

We as a fly fishing club have truly
embraced education as one of the most
important things that we can impart
onto future generations and old time
hobbyist. The only way we can do that
is with our volunteers, which we never
seem to be short of when it comes to education. For me to be the president of an
organization that places such high standards and expectations on the teaching
and learning of our future generations
and members is an honor and an abso-
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lute pleasure. I would like to thank all
of our members who give their time so
freely.
I would encourage any of our
members who would like to get out
and volunteer to do so. We have a lot
of volunteer opportunities throughout
the year.
Jim Tehan is always looking for
volunteers to help with weed removal
at Lake Selmac.  You can find the dates
for weed removal on our website or
face book page.  I helped Jim last year
and although fun isn’t the primary objective we somehow managed to have
a good time with great conversation
that had us feeling rewarded for our efforts.
Ryan Battleson is also always
looking for help to one degree or another but if you prefer to just spend
your time fishing, never fear.  You can
always just take a drive up to the Holy
Water and fish for a day while recording your catch on cards provided at the
park. The information helps ODFW
with current fish populations and
health. Volunteering doesn’t get any
easier than that.
I don’t think you can call it volunteering but I have always tried to be the
best steward for our great outdoors as
possible. The way I have always made
the biggest impact however is with the
smallest of things. I simply just clean
up after other people.  I find it hard to
walk past cans or bottles left by othContinued on Pg. 3

ATTENTION!
Board Meeting
The Board of Directors meet in
the conference room of the
Tap Rock Restaurant
The next meeting is scheduled:
July 2nd at 6:00pm or
the first Tuesday
of the month
All members welcome
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PROGRAMS

Future Programs
Aug 20
Sep 17		
Oct 15		
Nov 9		
Dec 17		
Jan 21		
Feb 18		
Mar 17

No Meeting
Steve K
Lance Grey
Annual Auction
Dave Meurer
Dave Hughes
Phil Rowley
Brian O’Keefe		

President’s Message Cont. From Pg. 2

ers who it would seem lack my love for
Mother Nature. I have always tried to
pick up the actual trash left behind by
others and my wife will often fill her
cooler with other people’s trash that we
find.
Simply put, being a volunteer is
just helping when you can to ensure
we leave what we can control in this
world better than we found it. I hope
to see you all at our next outing to East
Lake.

Photo Potpourri

Ron Cremo with a Chum salmon that he
took earlier this year.

WHEN:

TIMES:

July 16, 2019

Just a reminder
There is no meeting in either July
or August

WHERE:
Wild River Pub
533 NE F St. G.P.

No Dinner Meeting for the Month of July

Photo Potpourri

Ray McClenathan with a nice rainbow from
Hyde Lake

Kevin O’Malley also with a nice Hyde Lake
rainbow.

Linda Cochran with a
nice crappie she caught
at the Copeland Pond
outing this year.
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CASTING ABOUT

Page 4

SOFF NEWS

July, 2019

OUTINGS AND WORKSHOPS
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East Lake Outing
By Steve Day

Now that we’ve gotten past the whatever slab of meat you would like
uncertainty of Cinder Hill Camp- cooked up and a side dish or dessert.
ground’s availability, we can get Plates, eating tools and napkins will
be providto the fun
ed. Bring
part!
your own
Yo u r
b e ve r a gOuting
es. Those
Hosts will
within
be arrivwalking
ing at Cindistance
der Hill
should
Camp w a l k .
ground on
S o m e
M o n d a y,
th
Parking
July 15 .
will
be
We will be
available
st ationed
at the boat
in
Sites
#18 & # A view of East Lake from the boat dock at Cinder Hill ramp near
Site # 21.
21. All are Campground
Now for the fishing! For those
welcome anytime during the week.
On Saturday July 20th, Break- folks not familiar with the lake and
fast Burritos, Coffee and Juice will the fishery, I would strongly recombe served (at no cost) by your Hosts
at Site #21 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
a.m. Please RSVP to Steve Day
by Thursday, July 11th if you plan
on having a burrito. Steve can be
reached at icrsrd303@gmail.com
or at (661) 742-5835. Please leave a
message if I don’t pick up.
The Official Joint Club BBQ
will be on Saturday, July 20th. The
BBQs will fire up at 5:00 p.m. Bring

2019 Outings
Jul 20		
Aug 24
Sept 7		
Oct 19		
Nov 2		
Jan 1		
Feb		
Mar		
Apr		

East Lake
TBA
Clinic/Picnic
Rogue Steelhead
Rogue Coho
Chili Feed
TBA
TBA
TBA

ter’s article on Callibeatis Mayflies
is very informative.
Suitable gear would include
floating line set ups for indicator
and dry fly fishing and intermediate
lines for stripping.
Fly patterns should include Chironomids, Pheasant Tail Nymphs,
Hare’s Ear Nymphs or similar patterns in sizes 14 – 20. Balanced
Leeches in black and browns, sizes
12 – 16. Stripping flies should include Wooley Buggers or small
Leech patterns in black, brown and
olive in sizes 10 – 14. Dry flies, Adams, Cripples, Sparkle Duns in sizes 14 – 16.
For more information on fishing
strategies, techniques and flies for
East Lake, check out the following
websites:
Flyfishersplace.com
Johnkreft.com
West-f ly-fishing.
com
Flyandfield.com

If you have the right fly, a lunker brown can be a good
possibility fishing at East Lake.

mend looking at the East Lake Resort
website and click on all the fishing
links. The website provides some
very valuable information on the
fish, the aquatic insects of the lake,
methods and the seasons. Ralph Cut-
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FLY TYING CORNER

Copper John

Hook: 			
Weight:		
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Size 10 - 16 Nymph Hook.
Small Copper Bead Plus About 8-12 Wraps of
0.015 Lead ro Lead Substitute
Veevus 12/0 or 8/0 or 6/0. (Your Choice).
Natural Goose Biots.
Peacock Herl.
Medium Copper Wire.
Hen Hackle.
Medium Holographic Tinsel, with a Coating
of UV Resin.

Thread:
Tail:			
Thorax:		
Body:			
Wing/Legs:		
Wing Case:		
			

Tying Instructions:
inch the barb on the hook and put your bead on the hook and put in the vice.  Make about 10-12 wraps of lead and
seat in the recess in the back of the bead. Start your thread just behind the lead and build a small ramp behind the
lead and do a crisscross pattern over the lead to secure it in place. Cut two biots and tie them in on both sides of the
hook to form tails about the length of the shank of the hook behind the bead. Now tie in your copper wire along the side of
the hook and wrap your thread over the wire back to just in front of the biots. Now with touching wraps, wrap the wire up to
the thorax. Tie in the tinsel for your wing case. Now over the tinsel, tie in 1 strand peacock herl, and make touching wraps up
to the bead and tie off. Now get a piece of hen and snip out the middle of the tip and strip the lower barbs of the stem. Now
holding on top tie it in with a couple of wraps, pulling it forward until the hackle is no long the the point of the hook. Now
pull the tinsel wing case forward and tie down.  Whip finish and make a shell with UV resin over the wing case and touch the
bead and hit it with your UV light.
I tied this one in a size 10 but most of time you will probably want to use 12-16s.  But the fish and water will dictate.  I
fish this mostly as a dropper and under an indicator.  Try it you may even catch a fish.  Isn’t that what we try and do with these
flies we tie.  
											
Good luck
											
Fly Tied By: John Storfold

P

John Storfold

Fly Tying Chair

541-660-6584

steelyjohn@charter.net

Membership Form

Please make checks payable to:
SOFF and mail to: PO Box 1144,
Grants Pass, Oregon 97528

Regular..........................................$35.00
Family............................................$45.00
Youth..............................................$10.00
Contributing..................................$50.00
Lifetime (Individual)...................$350.00
Lifetime (Couple).........................$450.00

Name(s):
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: Home (
)
Work: (
Email:
Personal interests:				

)

Zip:

Renewal:_____New:______
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CHANGING LINES

COMING EVENTS

7-2
7-16
7-20
8-3
		
8-6
8-20
8-24
9-3
9-7
		
9-10
		
9-17
10-1

Board Meeting
No Club Meeting
Club Outing - East Lake
Wine Dinner - Plaisance
Ranch
Board Meeting
No Club Meeting
Club Outing TBA
Board Meeting
Club Outing and Picnic at
Tou Velle Park
SOFT Fly Tyers, Madrone
Mobile Home Park in Gold
Hill
Club Meeting - with Chris
King
Board Meeting

Editor’s Notebook Cont. From Pg. 8

rine Board will notice that even though
many pontoon boats are under 10 feet,
they still use the same facilities as their
larger brethren and will find that a review is necessary to include anything
that floats on the water regardless of
length or size. This will allow the short
boats to also contribute to the new fee
structure.
The fees may not be much now, but
as we all have seen if there is a way
for state government to generate more
revenue they’ll do it and if that entails
going to the ‘well again’, then so be it.
Just beware of the fact that they came
for the boats 10 feet or longer; how
long will it be before they come for
boats under 10 feet?
Now that I got that out of my craw
– let’s see what else is new. Jim Tehan
continues to advocate for Lake Selmac
and the weeds that it contains. Every
year during the warmer months there
is a prolific weed bloom at the lake that
makes fishing from shore and even
from boats all about impossible. Jim
has taken on the challenge and for the
last couple of years has been an army
of one in attempting to eradicate the
weeds. In the past the county has aided
Jim by buying him tools for the weed
removal. This year the county has gone

even further, they have produced a flyer
(see a copy in this newsletter) asking
county residents to come out and help
Jim remove the weeds.
Hopefully, this will produce volunteers to aid in this important venture as
this is a problem bigger than what one
man can handle. If you have a little free
time on a Wednesday, come on out and
give Jim a hand. I’m sure he would appreciate all the help he can receive.
Lastly, I would like to advise everyone about the upcoming ‘wine dinner’.
This is a long time social event to span
the two months that the club is dark during the summer.
Plaisance Ranch Winery has been
booked for the event on tap for Aug.3rd.

Annual Wine Dinner on Tap For August 3rd

A

s you all know, the months
of July and August are dark
and we will not be having
a meeting again until September. Two
months without a meeting was deemed
by many to be too long, so several years
ago the board instituted a social meeting
generally held towards the end of July
at a local winery to ease the transition.
The meeting consists of dinner, a little
wine, a lot of conversation and very
little talk about fishing. What a perfect
time to bring out the wife or significant
other to a club event!

Some of the wine dinner attendees enjoying conversation and a glass of wine before dinner at last year’s event.
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The meeting consists of dinner, a
little wine, a lot of conversation and
very little talk about fishing. What a
perfect time to bring out the wife or
significant other to a club event!
This year is no exception and we
will be having a wine dinner and with
that said, Wine Dinner Chairman, Rich
Steed sends out the following information:
It’s time to make your reservation for the annual SOFF Wine Dinner
on Saturday, August 3rd at Plaisance
Ranch Winery, 16955 Water Gap Rd,
Williams, OR 97544.
Come join us outside on the patio for a Hawaiian theme event with
a Polynesian buffet dinner prepared
by Chef James Daw. Since this is Hawaiian themed event, muumuus and
Hawaiian styled shirts are the order
of the day. Tickets for a complementary bottle of wine will be distributed
to each table. Wine and beer are also
available for purchase by the glass or
bottle from Plaisance Ranch throughout the evening. Iced tea and coffee
are provided.
Social hour begins at 5 pm followed by a short general meeting at
5:45 pm. Dinner is at 6 pm.
A raffle follows the meal.
Seating is limited and reservations
are required no later than July 27th.
The cost is $30 per person and payment (cash or check) will be taken at
the door. A free raffle ticket is provided
each paying member or member unit.
As usual, reservations are to be
sent in either by using the club’s website or calling the club’s answering machine at 541 955-4718.
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Editor’s Notebook
Call me a prophet, a seer or a
reader of crystal balls, but didn’t I
predict in this very column about
a year or two ago that it was all but
certain that the Oregon Marine Board
was going to begin charging a fee for
any type of floating device that was
ten feet or longer. At that time, the
Marine Board was conducting several scoping sessions throughout the
state just to get the feel of what we the
little people felt about assessing a fee
on all floating devices including pontoon boats that are 10 feet or longer.
It was after those meetings that
I opined that the scoping meetings
were all show and that the Oregon
Marine Board had already decided on
the proposed fee and was just going
through the motions with their scoping meetings.
Now fast forward to June of 2019.
The Marine Board instead of inaugurating a new fee themselves had the

legislature pass a law that would mandate the fee on all floating devices that
are 10 feet or longer, whether or not
it had some type of motor. So beginning in 2020, a fee of $5.00 per week
or $17.00 for an annual permit will be
accessed. Failure to pay this fee will
result in a fine of $115.00. This new
permit will replace the current Aquatic
Invasive Species Permit now enforced
on all boats which now costs $5.00 per
year or $10.00 for two years
Where will all these fees go? According to the Marine Board, one-third
of the revenue will go into the invasive
species program and two-thirds into
the Waterway Access Account intended to provide grant money for local
communities looking to improve waterway facilities.
So what was the genesis of this
new program? It seems that the Marine
Board had all but maxed out the fees
on motorized boats, so in 2011 they

noticed the number of non-motorized
boats began to rise, crowding access
points and leading to frustrations between the two groups. The Marine
Board spent several years studying
the problem and viola, a new fee was
proposed that once passed would be
the panacea for what ailed the boating
community. There would be new boat
ramps, docks and other infrastructure, but no mention of speed limits or
speed zones on the waterways to protect someone in a pontoon boat. There
is no mention of any benefit to a pontoon boater who uses the boat to fish. It
would seem that its value lies in more
for a recreation boater, rather a fisherman.
Right now many of the pontoon
boats used by fishermen are just under
the 10 foot and would not be subject
to the new fee, but how long will that
last? I’m sure as time goes by, the MaContinued on Pg. 7

